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Mr. Robert Stine

Risk Management

County of Ventura

800 S. Victoria Avenue
Ventura, California 93009

Re: Death of Richard Hardwick

Dear Mr. Stine:

I represent _ the wife of Richard Hard-

wick, deceased. As you know, Mr. Hardwick was shot and killed by
Ventura County Sheriff Braga on January 27, 1983 at State Highway
23 near Olson Road.

On February 1, 1983, I met with Lt. McKinley of the Sheriff's
Department to discuss the circumstances surrounding the death. Al-
though you authorized said meeting, I understand that you advised
the Sheriff's Department not to provide copies of any of its reports
to me at this time.

I have related the version of the incident given by Lt.
McKinley tﬁ‘ 1f that version is accurate, it would
scem that the County is sccure in its belief that the involved ol-
ficer was forced to discharge his weapon.

I am sure that you can understand that I would be remiss in
my duties if T were to rely soley upon the hearsay statements of
Lt. McKinley. I have advisadmy client that she is entitled to all
of the Sheriff's Department's reports and memoranda that relate to
the subjecl incident. By obtaining those reports, and personally
speaking to some of the witnesses, we can confirm that the Sheriff
Department's version is an accurate one.

It is certainly not my wish to file a lawsuit simply to ob-
tain copies of the referred-to writings. However, if the County does
not wish to provide us copies wvoluntarily, I can only assume that
something in those reports exposes the County to liability. As an
dttorney, it is much easier for me to refuse to take a case than it
is dismiss a lawsuit. Under the latter circumstances, I would have
to be absclutely sure that no liability exists,

: This letter is written in the hope that the County will
provide all of its investigative reports without the necessity of
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Mr. Robert Stine
Page Two
February 10, 1983

formal legal proceedings. If you wish to discuss this reguest
further, please call me. I would appreciate your informing me of
your final decision within the next 10 days.

DL:rlt

cc: Lt, Branden McKinley
Ventura County Sheriff's Dept.
Major Crimes
8600 5. Victoria Avenue
Ventura, CA 93009

o Ar. ‘i"mj-&t-t/
c;'yr P a!

Very truly vours,

HENDERSON & SMITH

Dennis LaRochelle
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county of ventura T

February 23, 1983

Mr. Rochelle
HENDER & SMITH
1893 oll Drive

Ven a, CA 93003

RE: Richard Hardwick
Dear Mr. LaRochelle:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter dated February 10,
1983, and addressed to Robert Stine of this office.

Enclosed, per your request, are copies of all the Sheriff's
Department reports surrounding the events of January 27, 1983
as they relate to the above-referenced subject.

I am hopeful that these investigative reports will set your mind
at ease concerning the lack of exposure on the part of the County
of Ventura in a liability sense.

Should you have any questions or wish to discuss the matter further,
please let me know.

Very kTuly yours,

: /)
NLltigar {;E' 5ﬁéziﬂﬁ;dnffj

’

F’ i
(RS, )PTERRY I, vA
Liability Claims Representative

TJL:jp

encls.

v

beec: Lt. Bradem McKinley-V(SO
Lt. 0. Fuller-VCS0

BOO0 South Victoria Awenes, Ventura, CA 33008 [(806] 654-3188
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NEWS RELEASE
VENTURA COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORMEY'S OFFICE
HICHAEL D. BRADBURY, DISTRICT ATTORNEY

March 22, 1983

REPORT ON THE SHOOTING OF RICHARD HARDWICK

83-17




LEGAL COMNCLUSION

The District Attorney has reviewed the January 27, 1983

officer-involved shooting that resulted in the death of Richard

Hardwick.

After review of the statements of all percipient witnesses and an
evaluation of the circumstances surrounding the incident, the
District Attorney has concluded that Officer Braga acted in

self-defense and the shooting was justified.










After arranging for a backup Sheriff's unit, Officer Braga made a
U=turn with his police unit in order to approach Mr. Hardwick.

As he parked his black & white unit, he was joined by backup
officer Therrien of the East Valley Sheriff's Department who
parked in the median strip (see diagram attached). Officer Braga
parked with his headlights toward Mr. Hardwick, and got out of

his unit and walked toward Mr. Hardwick.

As Officer Braga approached Mr. Hardwick, Mr. Hardwick bagan
advancing toward him waving a stick in the air, growling and
making strange noises. Braga said, "Police, stop, put your stick

down."

Officer Therrien got out of his car and observed as Officer Braga
commanded Mr. Hardwick to drop the stick. Mr. Hardwick ignored
the command. Officer Braga walked backwards and stopped behind
the open police car door on the driver's side. Officer Therrien

then commanded Mr. Hardwick to "stop, drop the stick.”™

Officer Braga, who had taken out his police baton, yelled,
"Police officers, drop your weapon," and continued to back up.
Mr. Hardwick, who was walking toward Officer Braga at a faster
pace, yelled, "Fuck you." When Officer Braga had first
confronted Mr. Hardwick there was a distance of about 50 feet

between Mr. Hardwick and the unit.



At a distance of about 35 feet, Mr. Hardwick reached into the
left side of his coat toward his waistband, as if he were

reaching for a gun. Mr. Hardwick continued to advance toward
Officer Braga, Officer Braga laid his baton down behind the

patrol car door and retreated to the rear of his police unit.

As the officer moved to the rear of the unit, the only

light remaining was from the flashing overhead lights which
created a "strobe® effect. At that time, Officer Braga velled,
"Police, freeze. Take your hand out of your coat. Police,

freeze, Expose your hands. Freezel"

Officer Braga continuved to command Mr. Hardwick to stop while
drawing his police-issue revolver and retreating. As Mr.
Hardwick neared Officer Braga, he lunged at the officer with his

hands still in the jacket.

As he lunged, Mr. Hardwick pulled out what appeared to be a
weapon from beneath his coat. He raised his hand with an object
in it (later determined to be a hammer handle), and lowered it as

one would with a handgun.

Qfficer Braga lost his balance, fell backward and unholstered his
gun as he fell to the ground. He fired three shots. Two of
those rounds hit Mr. Hardwick, and one missed. One of the rounds

that struck Mr. Hardwick ruptured the aorta and was ultimately fatal.
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I - c:ving northbound on

Highway 23 near Olsen Road when they saw a white male walking
southbound on 23 on the edge of the road. The man was walking

rapidly and according to the witnesses, "looked crazy." He was

carrying a stick or club amd_ drove on and told -
_that he "wouldn't want to be the poor cop who stops

that guy."



_stat&d she was driving northbound on Highway 23 near

Olsen Road when she saw a man carrying a stick, yelling at
passing cars. 5She also saw a man in a pickup truck stop for a
few seconds, then drive on. She drove on and later, when
interviewed, stated the man appeared angry. She specified the

time of her observations as about 8:25 p.m., January 27, 1983,



OBSERVATIONS ﬂF_
On January 27, 1983 at about B:25 p.m.,_and his

girlfriend were driving back to Simi Valley northbound on 23.
They saw the suspect walking southbound on the northbound
shoulder of the freeway, waving a stick at every car that went
by. He did the same thing as they drove by. He was screaming
and yelling and swinging the stick. _said that ewven
with the windows rolled up in his car and the radio turned on,
the screaming was so loud that they could still hear him. They
decided the behavior was so odd that they should notify the
police. They got off the freeway at Olsen Road and drove to the

East Valley Sheriff's Station.

At the East Valley station they told a deputy about the subject
on the freeway and the deputy said he would check it out, got in
his unit and left. _deci:‘ted he wanted to see what was
going to happen, so he drove down the driveway from East Valley
westbound on Olsen Road. Once they got near the scene, they saw
a large number of police cars and they saw someone lying on the

ground. They then left.
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_waﬂ getting off the 23 Freeway at Olsan Road. When

he was about halfway down the offramp, he saw a subject swinging
a stick or a board at passing cars. The subject was cursing and
screaming. _ avoided hitting the subject. He then
drove to the East Valley station and reported to the dispatcher
what he had seen. As he left, he got on the freeway going

southbound and pulled over to the center divider.

He parked and walked toward where officers were standing with the
subject he had seen before. He heard an officer ordering the
subject to stop. He saw the subject stop for a minute and then
heard the subject screaming and saw him attack the officer. He
said he saw the subject chasing the officer and again heard the
officer order the subject to stop. He said the subject was right
on top of the officer when he heard a shot. He felt he ought to
get out of the way. He alsoc felt the officear was in danger of

being hurt.







I requested backup units and CHP to my location via radio. I

advised the dispatcher to have all units expedite.

Approximately one to two minutes later, Deputy William Therrien
arrived. I attracted his attention to the subject by the use of

my spotlight.

Deputy Therrien stopped his unit northbound on Highway 23 in the
median divider.

I continued southbound on the median divider passing Deputy

Therrien's unit.

I made a U-turn on Highway 23, activated my revolving lights and
bright headlights, stopping my unit on the northbound shoulder of
the freeway directly across from Deputy Therrien's unit, which

was parked northbound on the center divider.

I activated my spotlight and pointed it at the suspect, who was

approximately 27 yards to the front of my unit.

I got out of my patrecl car, leaving the driver's door open. I
walked toward the left front fender of my unit and yelled to the

subject, "Police, stop, put your stick down."

The subject continued walking toward me, waving his arms and

stick in the air as he continued to "growl" like a bear,




I drew my baton and again yelled, "Police officer, drop your

weapon. "

The subject continued to advance toward me, yelling, "Fuck you."

When the subject got approximately 12 yards from me, he stopped
for a second and with his right hand reached in the left side of

his coat toward his waistband as if he were reaching for a gun.

The subject began running toward me, yelling obscenities and
growling. He kept his right hand hidden under the left side of

his coat while he waved his left hand in the air.

I immediately backtracked, drawing my on-duty weapon, a .45
caliber semi automatic, and taking cover behind the driver's door

of my unit.

I yelled, "Police, freeze, take your hand ocut of your coat;

police, freeze, expose your hands; fraszel"

The subject continued to advance, yelling, "Fuck you" and
growling as he approached the front of my unit. His right hand

remained hidden under the left portion of his coat.

I got up from a squatting position and began running backward

toward the back of my unit, yelling, "Stop, stop, police, stop."



At the rear of my unit, the suspect removed an ocbject from his

left waistband with his right hand, raising it toward the right
side of his head, and brought the weapon downward as if he was

going to shoot ma.

I immediately dropped to the ground while discharging three

rounds at the subject.

Prior to discharging the rounds, the subject lunged at me from

three to five feet away.

In my mind I felt positive the subject was going to kill me.

The subject fell on the dirt shoulder to the right side of me. I

immediately got up.

Deputy Therrien rolled the subject on his back, where he
continued to growl like a wild animal and shake his arms in a

raging manner,



27, 1983 at 8: 23 p.m. and was handcuffed and witnessed the

incident from the backseat of the patrol car. His statement is

as follows:

"I caught a glimpse of the guy but the officer's eyes are sharp
because he had said, 'Did you see that guy, he had a eclub.' Seo
he did a U-turn and was driving in the center island of the
freeway and drove along the divider with his light on the guy and
I could see it loocked like the guy was spaced. There was no
question about it, he was walking along with clubs in both hands
at the time. Originally the club in the right hand was a big
club, I mean it wasn't a small one. It was a good-size one. It
was as big as your billy club or whatever you call those
nightsticks you carry and probably bigger around, but he was
rather nicely dressed, I mean the guy had on a sportcoat, looked
like it was corduroy. He was probably over 200 lbs, and probably
over six feet, a big guy. The next thing that would happen was
that he would go along and just yell at the world and shake his
fists. So about that time the officer called for a backup and
then shortly after that you could see the guy was endangering
himself and somebody else because you couldn't tell whether he
was gonna head out into the freeway because he was walking
opposing traffic -- or wherever he was just gonna hit somebody.
Finally the officer got out with his nightstick first and the guy

stopped and he told him to stop and drop his clubs and the next



thing the guy did he just stuck his hand inside his coat like
that and the officer dropped back and pulled his revolver, cocked
it and told him to take his hand out of his coat. What happened
after that happened awful fast. He stood there for just a
moment, then he started this yell-type growl type thing then he
raced at the officer with a club in his hand I did not see. The

thing happened very quickly . . .

I know my first response when I saw him coming at me at the car
was here I am with handcuffs on, what am I going to do to protect
myself if he comes in this car after me. He chased the officer

back to the back of his car and the officer shot him.

I'm no judge of anything but as far as I'm concerned, I put
myself in the position of that officer. This was a big man

coming at mé with a club and it was me or him at that point.

He had an object in his hand when he went around the car. Now I
can't guarantee that was not a gun rather than a club. He had

the club raised up to strike the officer.

I don't drink and I don't smoke, I don't take drugs, but if I had
to guess and I'm the worst guesser in the world, I would guess he
had to be on drugs. I've never seen anybody quite that spaced

out before.




Just yelling and gorilla tactics and screaming and yelling and

made no sense at all."

_Has asked whether when Mr. Hardwick was facing the
officer with his hand in his coat, did he cbey the officer at any

time., -snid, "No, because when he had his hand in his coat
then, when he removed his hand from the coat he removed it
running like that. He was running at the officer at the time."

-addeﬂ the officer started backing up as fast as he could.

"As far as I'm concerned the officer did his duty as best he
possibly could. You've got to realize at the time I'm arrested
I'm mad,; right. I'm mad, I'm pissed off that I'm arrested.
Haturally I'm mad at the cfficer because he's the guy that got
me, right. Guilty or not, I'm listening to him, we talked going
up the road and he was telling me what's going on, because he
checked out my record and said well you've got a traffic
viclation, they've got a warrant for your arrest, it's going to
cost you 130 bucks close to that. The officer said and I'll even
bring you back to the car. We talked about speed tickets, I
immediately realized this guy was an unusual officer. The guy
had some compassion. He wasn't an asshole by any means and from
the way he handled himself from that time forward and throughout
the entire process of handcuffing that individual, he did so as a
person very concerned. The first thing he came and said after
the shot was over was he came back and said, 'See what happens,

shit.' The guy really felt bad about what he'd done."



What gets me is the officers are expected to
be able to have split-second reaction and
thoughts, but as far as I'm concerned he
had no choice. He was, first off, he was

in the interest of protecting the community,
but her last thing that happened was he was
protecting his own life. That guy was big
enough, the guy was bigger than the officer
and with a big club in his hand and what
are you going to do at that point in time,
you don't know what else the gquy's got.




STATEMENT OF OFFICER THERRIEN

Officer Therrien was the backup officer and made the following

statement.

I could see a patrol unit in the center divider with its head-
lights and the driver's side spotlight on facing southbound,
Thinking the subject was in front of that unit I pulled over into
the center divider. Deputy Braga immediately flashed his spot-
light over the shoulder on the freeway pointing to the suspect.
My unit was approximately 50 feet from the subject. I exited my
unit and started to cross the freeway. A vehicle drove past in
the lane and the subject took a swipe at the vehicle with a
three-foot club in his left hand. The subject was standing
approximately one foot from the fog lina. I told the subject to
hold it right there. Deputy Braga drove from the center divider
to the shoulder of the freeway, parking his patrol unit directly
in front of the subject. Deputy Braga turned his overhead
revolving lights on. Braga exited his unit and walked toward the

front of the unit, telling the subject to freeze, police.

The subject at this time had stepped back to the dirt portion of
the freeway approximately 70 feet from the right headlight of the
unit. The subject stated, come on out, fucker, swinging the
cbject in his left hand and waving his right hand toward Deputy
Braga. The subject was yelling and growling, gritting his teeth

and acting very enraged. Deputy Braga was repeatedly telling the



subject, freeze, police, the subject acted like he was going to
take a step toward Braga and at that time Braga pulled his baton

from the ring.

The subject was yelling something at Braga but I couldn't hear

what he was saying.

The subject abruptly stuck his right hand under his jacket,
concealing his hand. Braga then stepped back, telling the
subject, put your hands in the air. When the subject didn't
comply with orders we both drew our service weapons at the

subject.

Braga set his baton down and took cover behind the driver's door
of his unit. I stepped back and took cover behind my trunk of

the unit.

I was yelling at the subject, put your hands in the air, raise
your hands. The subject was still yelling and growling toward
us. The subject then started running toward the left front of
Deputy Braga's unit with his right hand still concealed. When he
reached the front of the unit Deputy EBEraga was stepping backwards
telling the subject to stop. The subject had just passed the
driver's door and pulled from underneath his jacket an cbject in

his right hand.



The subject raised his right hand by his head and then leaped

towards Braga pointing the object at Braga.

The subject was less than four feet away when he lunged toward
Braga. Deputy Braga was falling backwards when he discharged
three rounds from his weapon. Braga fell to the ground and the

subject fell falling face forward.
The shooting occurred in the rear of Braga's unit.

I was standing between the Ne. 1 and 2 lanes of the 23 freeway.
1 walked over and said to Braga, "Let's cuff him up." The

subject was still moving and growling. I then handcuffed him,

A passerby stating he was a paramedic assisted me with CPR. The
civilian was giving breathing while I did the chest compressions.
We executed the CPR approximately three minutes, reviving the

subject at that time.

At the hospital Dr.-mld me that the subject's last words

were "get fucked"™ or "fuck you."

In the search of the subject's property a pair of toy vampire

teeth were found in the lower pocket of his shirt.



8:23 p.m.
8:30
B:30:45

8:31

B:31:30

B:31l:50

B=32
B:32:45
B:33:50

10:00

10:05

CHRONOLOGY

Braga made warrant arrest,
Braga observed subject.

Braga asked for unit to expedite and
asked for CHP.

Citiz&nmrepa:ted subject at
East Valley ation.

Braga advised he had an arrestee in his
unit and was standing by in center
divider.

Station advised of citizen reporting
subject trying to hit his vehicle with a
gtick.

Deputy Therrien arrived at location,

Deputy Therrien advised that shots were
fired and requested an ambulance.

Braga again asked for an ambulance.

East Valley Sheriff's Department phones
Deputy District Attorney Dobroth inform-
ing him of the incident.

Daputy District Attorney Dobroth phones
Officer McDaniel at East Valley
Sheriff's Station and informs him that a
deputy district attorney will remain
available for assistance during the rest
of the evening.
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Vil Robert E, Sting
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May 19, 1983

dacobs

AN, VARGAS,

 MATTHEW, JACUBS & PICO
t Sixth Street #3300
geles, CA 90017

Mr. Rex W.
OLIVEE,

RE: Hardwick v. County of Ventura
Dear Mr. Jacobs:

In response to your letter dated May 12, 1983 and to follow up our
telephona conversation of May 17, 1983, please be advised that
My, Hardwick's personal eff o 1let, wristwatch,

' ElEuEEﬂ to EltﬂerHan}'mne other than“
} property; please have them prepare a document
signatur and present said document to Lieutenant

Braden McKinley or Sargeant Roger Kerr, Ventura County Sheriff's
Department=-Detectives, 800 South Victoria Avenue, Ventura, CA 93009.

Should u have any questions, or problems, please let me know.

Ver
Erﬁf ruly y f?; qgfﬁ {#Hj
ﬂ_ngtd,g' 7 ff}hﬂfa—
(MRS.) TERRY J. LUNA ?f
Liability Claims Representative

TJ L: :lp‘

bec v ‘;Eﬂ Eﬂgggﬂkﬂﬂ fﬁﬁ:i:bdgiﬂz?’ —

BOL South Victona Asvenue, Veontura, CA D3008 (BlS) Gh4d-3198
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(ITEM 21 LIST ADDITIOMAL SUSPECTS
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UITEM 4] EXPLAIN INVESTIGATION PROGRESE AND STATUS
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VENTURA COUNTY REGIOMAL CRIME LABORATORY
Sheriff's Department
BO0 South Victoria Avenue, Yentura, California 93009
. Telephone Number: (B05) 654-2377

REQUEST FOR ANALYSIS/EXAMINATION OF EXHIBITS

1. VICT INVPE RBON-REPORTING OF FENBE 2. ACCUSED/SUSPECT 1. OFFENEE INVESTIGATED

fa) UFFENSE Ful i

ib) [ FELOMY ] MISDEMEAMRDR
d, INVESTIGATING AGEMNCY ! L. AGENCY SECTION — DRAANCH — UNIT 8. DATE OF OFFENSE
Y. IMVESTIGATIMNG OFFICERIS) B EXHIAITS DELIVERED BY ]

TELEPHOME MO.:

0 NEW CASE
N ADDITIOMAL EXHIBITS

10 LABORATORY REPOAT TO BE SENT TO 14, MAILING ADDRESS 12. AGENCY FILE NUMBER
—_|.— - o -
13. i5 SUBJECT IN CUSTODYT 4. DATE AND TYPFE OF TRIAL DR HEARING i85, (s} AGENCY RECOMND

I YES ] MO

SECT IO NUNBER

bl AGENCY PRAOFPERTY
ROOM MUMBER

10, DETAILE OF INVESTIGATION PERTINENT TO EXHIDITE IRELEVANT

PORTION OF CRIME REPORT MAY BE ATTACHED

. EHIBITES (LIST ITEME AND SOUNCES, UGE SEFARATE PLAIN SHELT IF MORE SPACE IS NEQUINED)

18, SPECIFIC EXAMINATION REQUESTED

i

18, SIONATURE OF REQUESTING OFFICER

. DATE:

MOTE: IF THERE I5 A CHANGE IN THE STATUS OF THIS
CASE (CASE CLOSED, TRIAL DATE CHANGED , ETC),
PLEASE CONTACT THE LABORATORY [IMMENATELY,

FOR LABORATORY USE ONLY

LABORATORY LOG MUMBER:
CASE ASSIGNELD TO:

DATE:

s -0 | 137IF






800 South Victoria Avenue, Ventura, California 93009

REQUEST FOR ANALYSIS/EXAMINATION OF EXHIBITS

Sheriff's Department

Telephone Number: (805) 654-2377

VENTURA COUNTY REGIONAL CRIME LABORATORY

i. VICTIM/PFERSON REFDRATING OF FENSE

2. ALCCLUEE DUNUSRPECT

| 3. OFFENSE INVESTIGATED

{a) OFFENSE L.
(b) CEFFELOMY

] MISDEMEAMNDR

4, INVESTIGATING AGENCY

B. AGENCY GECTION — BRANCH = UNIT

. DATE DF OFFENSE

7 INVESTIGATING DFFICERISE:

TELEPHOME MO:

B. EXHIBITE DELIVERED BY

LI-HEW CASE
CJ ADDITIOMAL EXHIBITS

10, LABORATORY REFORT TO BE BENT TO

11, MAILING ADDRERS

| 12, AGESCY P

L MILESTRED Mt

13, BB SWBJECT IN CUSTODY

14, DATE AND TYPE OF TRIAL DR HEARING

| TE. {a} AQEMGY RECOAD

SECTION NUMBE R

" bl AGERCY PROFPERTY
[ YES LI NG | OO MUSBE B
18, DETAILE OF INVESTIGATION PERTINENT TO LEHIDITS (RELEYANT PORTION GF CRIME REFOAT MAY BE AT TACHED)

F g

..'-‘.'-1'EII1'$_I,I5T ITEMS AND EOURCES. USE SEFPARATE PLAIN SHEET IF MORE SPFACE 18 REQUIRED)

18, SPECIFIC EXAMINATION AEQUESTED:

19, SIGNATURE OF REQUESTING OFFICER

20, ATE
Q FOR LABODRATORY LISE ONLY
OTE: /F THERE IS A CHANGE IN THE STATUS OF THIS | LABORATORY LOG NUMBER: | £ g )5
CASE (CASE CLOSED, TRIAL DATE CHANGED , ETC), | CASE ASSIGNED TO r
PLEASE CONTACT THE LABORATORY IMMEDIATELY -
DATE: 3

T-A08 113280







. i " ;
LABOEATORY CASE FILE NUMBLE " = " LABORATORY RLECLIFT NUMBLK S

VENTURA COUNTY
. SHERIFF'S CRIME LABORATORY REPORT

BODY FLUID AND ALCOHOL SAMPLES

SUBJECT hhf\ﬂ{:’&;m_ A AGENCY _P{E =0 { Bl j

. e " L T i
AGENCY NUMBER ____ {237 & é?E? fﬂ‘ < oFFIcERE) SO A A

T DY o,
DATE OF OFFENSE _ [ - "; (LH.:" PR TIME SUBJECT GAVE SAMPLE / ot

DATE RECEIVED BY LAB__L * 2/ -
RECEIVED FROM M.

P ———— pninpiede hinhnii i i - I'JI | 5
DESCRIPTION OF EVIDEMNCE:

GLASS BOTTLE WITH URINE [ PLASTIC CONTAINER WITH URINE [ VIAL WITH BLOOD [

2 -1 8
OTHER: . ﬁ"_‘,!‘j'_ll_ _.L‘}.EPU{ A gt

== o
TEST RESULTS: f
. A BLOOD ALCOHOL LEVEL OF & 4 % ALCOHOL BY WEIGHT,
A CONVERTED BLOOD ALCOHOL LEVEL oF & % ALCOHOL BY WEIGHT.
— % ALCOHOL BY VOLUME, MNEG. POS, EXPLAMNATION
o f
BARBITURATES 3 (| e
AMPHETAMINES = - Tl B Sy
OPIATE DERIVATIVES (D ) A
Ty
OTHER ¥t Y g - e
I, - Sy
,"__!_ [l PN [E | = —
i g EESC RN = | -
O O e S
REMARKS:
ANALYST: o > DATE ANALYSIS PLRFORMLD:
ANALYST: -'fﬁf g S DATE ANALYSIS PERFORMED: o’ . ¢ .~

7
GE-30T [H/T4) ..'/E*"




LABORATERY CASL FILE NUMBER ¢ < - ! U LABORATORY RLCLIFT NUMBLE

VENTURA COUNTY
SHERIFF'S CRIME LABORATORY REPORT

. BODY FLUID AND ALCOHOL SAMPLES
3 yoAoAR .
suBjeCT 1 s 148 1T f"J & f’ﬂ : AGENCY __EJ::'..{ ) (&7 )
AGENCY NUMBER (-?x. = ﬂ 6o O OFFICER(S) Fifa "{k A/ J
- ~ S, E i
DATE OF OFFENSE___ [~ <% /2« S X TIME SUBJECT GAVE SAMPLE /= € 5" © 0 7
- ‘| 'ﬁ
DATE RECEIVED BY L.A.H-__"{ﬂ - - J ﬁ' :" 00

RECEIVED FROM .. Jl_ (=T

J'-.r
o
-

DESCRIPTION OF EVIDENCE:

GLASS BOTTLE WITH UH}NE O PLASTIC CONTAINER WITH URINE [ VIAL WITH BLOOD E:l

OTHER: 2o s J3pye S

TEST RESULTS:
A BLOOD ALCOHOL LEVEL OF % £/ % ALCOHOL BY WEIGHT.
ACOMVERTED BLOOD ALCOHOL LEVEL OF 0. % ALCOHOL BY WEIGHT.

% ALCOHOL BY VOLUME. "Eﬁ' POS. EXPLANATION
BARBITURATES ) N AR
AMPHETAMINES il 2] i i
OPIATE DERIVATIVES | (] RN R i

] g
OTHER fl‘-' / g ] <Prea P I A g
— o r | L F D e e -
i & _ebd 5.8 g D _______
il 3

A ] ] e X D

REMARKS:
.NM_*.'ET: Al Y ¥ DATE ANALYSIS PERFORMED:

ANALYST: _ f’lf'?" ] P . DATE ANALYSIS PERFORMED: _ - .
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ASE TILT NUMBER _Recand: - TABORATORY NUMBLR v

page 1 of 2

VENTURA COUNTY
SHERIFF'S CRIME LABORATORY REPORT

R

SUBJECT HARDNICK, Richiard

AGENCY _Ventura County Shotlff's Office
CASE NU
ANALYSIS

R 83-06502

Vi nt

e e e T s el . - LRty I

GENERAL: The following items were examined in conjunction with this case.
Received 1-31-83

One fired bullec.

Three fired .45ACF cartridge cases.

AMT "Hardballer" semi-automatic pistol, caliber .45ACP, S/

SMITH AND WESSON model 66 revolver, calibor .357 Hagnum, S.."-
One brown corduroy sport jacket.

One brown, white and vellow plaid shire.

L= A S

DBJECT:

l. To determine if the fired bullet (Item 1) and the fired cartridge cases
{(Item 2) were [ired in the semi-awtomacic (Item 3).
To determine the Lype of ammunition contalned in both guns (Items 3 and G,
To determine if gunpowder residue was present on the jacket (ltem 5)
or the shirt (Item &).
4. To determine if the semi-outomatic pistol (Itom 3} left a powder

resldue pattern at 3.5 fueet,

(g

DATA 1, The [ired bullet and cartridge cases were compared to bullets and
cartridge cascs test fired in the semi-autematic pistol by comparative
inicroscopy.

Z. Doth guns were physically vxamined te decermine sesmunlition type.
3. The jacket was examined physically and chemically teosted for a gunpowder
residue pattern.

The shirt was physically vuamined lor gunpowder rusidue.

A gunpowder pattern teslt was conducted at 3.5 [eet.

W B

Continued on page 2

HERIFF'S FORM #202




IR CE, Kichard 1LH--{}12H
VYentura Gouwnby Sl s QL0 lew LR 2wl #
B3=-00502

. Yincent Yitale

CONCLUSTUNS :

1. The bullet (Ltem 1) and the three cartridge cases (Ttem 2) were [lred
in the AMT pistol (ltem 7).

2. Both guns were loaded with ammuniclion of the type fssued by the Ventura
County Sheriff's Department lor duty use.

5. s ]:l-;’,.lm:.lﬁ:' wis dotected on the browa chlut[. oF Llike |:l'.ii:|]|J HsHLrL.

4. HNo powder pattern was deteetoed op the target at 3.5 [eet From the
mugele of the AMT plstol.

Vincent riminalise
9 February 1983

Al Jalaty
Shwerilf

VvV .mt




ASE FILE NUMBER 337 £r7~" |ABORATORY NUMBER_ 15032

VENTURA COUNTY
@ SHERIFF'S CRIME LABORATORY REPORT
SUBJECT HARDWICE, Richard

:‘!'tGENCHII entura County Sheriff's OFfie
CASE NUMBER s3-06502

ANAL?SIS H\III Vin .-:|!-

——

== A = e e wr——

GEMERAL: The following items were examined in conjunction with this case.
eceived 1-31-83

1. One fired bulletc.

Three fired LH5A0F carcr LAgE Ccanes.

AMT "Hardballer" semfi-automatic pistol, caliber .45ACP, S/H
SMITH AND WESSON modal 66 revolwer, 1 liber 357 Magnum, S5/
One brown corduroy sport jacket,

ST Fis . J 1 £ sl 1

.......

L I 15
LY 1 ™
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et i I |
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id at
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HERIFF'S FORM #202



HARDWICK, Richard LA3-0328
Yentura Countcy Sheriff's Office page 2 of 2

Vi N
Vincent

CONCLUSIONS :

1. The bullet (Item 1) amd the three cartridge cascs (Item ) were [ired
in the AMT pistol (Item 3).

2. Both guns were loaded with ammunition of the type issued by the Ventura
County Sheriff's Department [or duty use.

3. Ko powder was detected on the brown jacket or the plaid shirt.

4. HNo powder pattern was detected on the target at 3.5 feet from the
muzzle of the AMT pistol.

Vincent ._LFiE:' nalist
9 February 1983

Al Jalaty
Sheriff

VVimeE
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VENTURA COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 1 H.0. %lu-‘r J CASE HUMBER
AGENCY IDENTIFIED CADS600 PAGE./_OF ¢ | /oio ppo|&3-cpson
2 ] INCIDENT SUPPLEMEMNTAL ] BICYCLE [C] CASE CLEARED
] PROPERTY ] VEHICLE CJ MISSING FEHE-D'H [C] OTHER
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— e
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LOS ROBLES

REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER deaAE e

MEDICAL RECORD OF BLOOD SPECIMEN DRAWN AT
REQUEST OF LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY

-. o . - -|r y
SUBJECT: [":-l-a LAWY T § T l'_.'l L s L DATE : Flep fa

TIME: (AL ) LOCATION: (Al ¢ ool o

-
I, - (o Lo » M.D. [ ] Registered Nurse [x]

Licansed Clinical Lab Bioanalyst [ ] Licensed Clinical Lab Tech [ ]

Licensed Vocational Nurse ([ ], acting at the request of il el i

g
|_.-"I:_ % AL oy e £ [ i i / fhi i . '
.

did withdraw blood from the above named subject for the purpose of

a peace officer, employed by the

determining the alcoholic content therein.

S5aid specimen was collected by venipuncture, using a sterile, dry,
¢ oo, disposable syringe with attached needle of ‘b gauge,
said syringe and needle not having been stored or cleaned in alcohol

or other volatile organic solvent.

The cleansing solution, used over the skin area whare the specimen was
collected was: [}d Aqueous Zephiran [ ] Agueous Merthioclate

[ ] Betadine, which does not contain alcochol or other volatile organic

solent.

After withdrawal, the blood specimen was then injected into a vial
provided by the above named peace officer. The vial was then sealed

with the cap provided and given to the above named peace officer.

The above named peace officer was present throughout the specimen
cellection procedure.

..JI :II ;
SIGNED: J H‘I‘L Qe . P

Original: Hospital Records o
Copy: Police Agency
Copy: With Specimen
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LOS ROBLES
REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER

3gp-13 / 3-75

MEDICAL RECORD OF BLOOD SPECIMEN DRAWN AT
REQUEST OF LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY

SUBJECT: “ihavpem Ll i v Josecl] pames

TIME: AD e LOCATION: N i

o

Licensed Clinical Lab Biocanalyst [ ] Licensed Clinical Lab Tech [ ]

Licensed Vocational Nurse [ ], acting at the reguest of SR S N P

a peace officer, employed by the ' . |.. L / - e

did withdraw blood from the above named subject for the purpose of

determining the alcoholic content therein.

Said specimen was collected by venipuncture, using a sterile, dry,
i | cc. disposable syringe with attached needle of ' gauge,
said syringe and needle not having been stored or cleaned in alcohol

or other wvolatile organic solvent.

The cleansing solution, used over the skin area where the specimen was
collected was: ["] Agueocus Zephiran [ ] Agueous Merthiolate
[ ] Betadine, which does not contain alcohol or other wvolatile organic

solent.

hfter withdrawal, the blood specimen was then injected into a vial
provided by the above named peace officer. The vial was then sealed

with the cap provided and given to the above named peace officer.

The above named peace officer was present throughout the specimen

{ -I.
Ny
- g

collection procedure.

SIGNED:

Original: Hospital Records
Copy: Police Agency
Copy: With Specimen
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| declare thal | am ihe duly avihonzed Custodun of Records lor
VENTURA SHERIFF DEPT. -

wilh authority 10 cortily said records and | hereby cerdily 1o the following:

A, The allached recosds pertain to (name of patient)

£
RB# 6507 Ambulance # 1068

B, Thecopy ol sasd recards i 3 Uree ooy of all recards described in the subpoena,
including all writien repons, communications and statemants Ior Senices rendered,

imgluding a tree and correct copy of all billing ledgers, prapared in this office,
iC. The records were prepared by the personnel of (name of Doctor or Hospital)
VENTURA SHERIFF DEPT:

in theé ordinary course of business al or near the time of the act, condition

orF owenl.

| gaclare, under penally of porjury, (hal tho loregomg 15 irue and correct,

Extcouled iz ._.3_1__ day ol February

1983 45 5 Ventura . Calil&rnia.

e E S

LE10DIAN OF RECCHDS




2030

2033

2033

2035

2037

2040

2043

2047

2050

Hr.

Hr.

Hr.

Hr.

Hr.

Hr.

Hr.

Hr.

He.
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Subject reported seen on freeway by 5/0 Deputy

Report by Deputy of shots fired - asbulance requested
Azbulance dispatched by Central Dispatch Auth. #1068
Ambulance #404 dispatched per radio by Contrcl 4 (Pruner Amb, )
ETh requested of ambulance - given as 3 Min.

Ambuilance 10-97 at scens

Ambulance 10-B enroute to hosp.

Status of patient given to hospital from ambulance by radioc

Ambulance arrived at hospital with patient
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MOEL @ M AMBULANCE AUTHORIZATION [Dx: 165

LOCATION: 23/0L5EM
LOC HELP:

REHARKS :

NMATURE: 00 OTHER : GUNSHOT WVICTIHM

CITY:70

HAP |

1. HRT ATT 3. OVDOSE 3. RESCIT 7. STROKE 7. TRNSFR 11. VEH ACC

2. IMJ 4. HMAN DUWN 6. SICK 8. SUICDE 10. UNKWN 12. SEIZIURE
REPORTING PARTY: 02 NAME: AREA: FHOME : =
1. UTA S0 4. CO FD 7. FILL PD 10. PH PD 13. VTA PD 154. HOSP
2. EV S0 5. OXN FD 8. 0Jal PD 11. SIWI PD 14. CITIZEN 17. AME CD

3. CHP &. UTA FD 2. DXN PD 12, SP PD 15. EM OP
CODE: ¥ AUTH NO: 83001068 AHE NO: 404 AGEMCY1 CON: 04 AGENCYZ2 CON:
AMEB CO ID: 4 SERV AREA: 4 DATE : 01727783 TIHE DISP: 2034
AME CO t PHONE: -









DARYL F. GATES
Chief of Palice

LOS ANGELES POLICE DEPARTMENT

P. 0. Box 30154
Led Angeles, Colif. 20030
Telephone:

i213)- 9B9-8860
Reff: 7 3

February 7, 1983

Commander Dennis Gillette
Commanding Officer

East Valley Station

Ventura County Sheriff's Department
2201 East Olsen Road

Simi valley, California 93065

Dear Commander Gillette:

I wish to express my personal and professional gratitude for the fine
cooperation extended to members of my command who were investiocating

the unfortunate death of retired Police Officer Richard Hardwick of

this Department. Each and every member of Foothill Area that had con-
tact with your personnel in relation to this event were highly laudatory
of your Department's professional posture. Lieutenant Lana, in partic-
ular, received a high level of cooperation from members of your Depart-
ment under the most difficult of circumstances. On behalf of the Los
Angeles Police Department, I wish to convey our gratitude and admiration.

I do hope the officer who was so unfortunately forced into this confron-
tation with Hardwick has been able to put the entire situation in its
proper perspective. There is no doubt among the officers of Foothill
Area, where Hardwick last served, that your deputy handled the situation
in an appropriate and professional manner.

If I or any member of my command may be of assistance in alleviatino any
doubts in anybody's mind concerning this incident, please be assured that
we stand ready to do so. If we may be of assistance to you in any future
matters, please feel free to contact us.

Very truly yours,

DARYL F. GATES
Chief of Police

Original: Sr. Deputy Braga
‘Q(' cc: Sheriff Jalaty
! - B FETT = Eﬂ.p 2in Undersheri ££ GillEEFJ.E

Commanding Officer Assistant Sheriff Kalsbeek

Foothill Area L. Mo
Eheriff's Personnel
E.V. ¥atch Command
E.V. Station File

AN EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPFORTUNITY—AFFIRMATIVE ACTIONM EMPLOYER
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February 10, 1983

SR iRk NG

Mr. Robert Stine

Risk Management

County of Ventura

800 &. Victoria Avenue
Ventura, California 93009

Re: Death of Richard Hardwick

Dear Mr. Stine:

: I IEPIEEEnt_thE wife of Richard Hard-
wick, deceased. As you know, Mr, Hardwick was shot and killed by

Ventura County Sheriff Braga on January 27, 1983 at State Highway
243 near Olson Road.

On February 1, 1983, I met with Lt. McKinley of the Sheriff's
Department to discuss the circumstances surrounding the death, Al-
though you authorized said meeting, I understand that you advised
the sheriff's Department not to provide copies of any of its reports
to me at this time,

. I have related the versicn of the incident given by Lt.
McKinley to I 1 that version is accurate, it would
seem that the County is secure in its belief that the involved of-
ficer was forced to discharge his weapon.

I am sure that you can understand that I would be remiss in
my duties if I were to rely soley upon the hearsay statements of
Lt. McKinley. I have adviseaimy client that she is entitled to all
of theo Sheriffi's Department's reports and memoranda that relate to
thu subjecL incident, By obtaining those reports, and personally
speaking to some of the witnesses, we can confirm that the Sheriff
Department's version is an accurate one.

- It is certainly not my wish to file a lawsuit simply to ob-
tain copies of the referred-to writings. However, if the County does
not w;gh to provide us copies voluntarily, I can only assume that
something in those reports exposes the County to liability. As an
attorney, it is much easier for me to refuse to take a case than it
is dismiss a lawsuit., Under the latter circumstances, I would have
to be absolutely sure that no liability exists,

. This letter is written in the hope that the County will
pProvide all of its investigative reports without the necessity of




£

Mr. Robert S5tine
Page Two
February 10, 1983

formal legal proceedings. If you wish to discuss this reguest
further, please call me. I would appreciate your informing me of
your final decision within the next 10 days.

Very truly yours,

HENDERSON & SMITH

Dennis LaRochelle

DL:rlt

co: Lt, Eranden McKinlaey
Ventura County Sheriff's Dept.
Major Crimes
B00 5, Victoria Avenue
Ventura, CA 930089
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NEWS RELEASE
VENTURA COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE
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LEGAL CONCLUSION

The District Attorney has reviewed the January 27, 1983

officer-involved shooting that resulted in the death of Richard

Hardwick.

Aftar review of the statements of all percipient witnesses and an
evaluation of the circumstances surrounding the incident, the
District Attorney has concluded that Officer Braga acted in

self-defense and the shooting was justified.
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After arranging for a backup Sheriff's unit, Officer Braga made a
U-turn with his police unit in order to approach Mr. Hardwick.

As he parked his black & white unit, he was joined by backup
officer Therrien of the East Valley Sheriff's Department who
parked in the median strip (see diagram attached). Officer Braga
parked with his headlights toward Mr. Hardwick, and got out of

nis unit and walked toward Mr. Hardwick.

As Officer Braga approached Mr. Hardwick, Mr. Hardwick began
advancing toward him waving a stick in the air, growling and
making strange noises. Braga said, "Police, stop, put your stick

down."

Officer Therrien got out of his car and cbserved as Officer Braga
commanded Mr. Hardwick to drop the stick. Mr., Hardwick ignored
the command. Officer Braga walked backwards and stopped behind
the open police car door on the driver's side. Officer Therrien

then commanded Mr. Hardwick to "stop, drop the stick,"

Officer Braga, who had taken out his police baton, yelled,
"Police officers, drop your weapon," and continued to back up.
Mr. Hardwick, who was walking toward Officer Braga at a fastef
pace, yelled, "Fuck you." When Officer Braga had first
confronted Mr. Hardwick there was a distance of about 50 feet

between Mr. Hardwick and the unit.




At a distance of about 35 feet, Mr. Hardwick reached into the
left side of his coat toward his waistband, as if he were
reaching for a gun. Mr. Hardwick continued to advance toward
Officer Braga. Officer Braga laid his baton down behind the

patrol car door and retreated to the rear of his police unit.

As the officer moved to the rear of the unit, the only

light remaining was from the flashing overhead lights which
created a "strobe" effect. At that time, Officer Braga velled,
"Police, freeze. Take your hand out of your coat. Police,

freeze. Expose your hands. Freezel”

Officer Braga continued to command Mr. Hardwick to stop while
drawing his police-issue revolver and retreating. As Mr.
Hardwick neared Officer Braga, he lunged at the ocfficer with his

hands still in the jacket.

As he lunged, Mr. Hardwick pulled out what appeared to be a
weapon from beneath his coat. He raised his hand with an obiject

in it (later determined to be a hammer handle), and lowered it as

one would with a handgun,

Officer Braga lost his balance, fell backward and unholstered his
gun as he fell to the ground. He fired three shots. Two of
those rounds hit Mr. Hardwick, and cne missed. One of the rounds

that struck Mr. Hardwick ruptured the aorta and was ultimately fatal.












On January 27, 1983 at about 8:25 p.m.,_and his

girlfriend were driving back to Simi Valley northbound on 23.
They saw the suspect walking southbound on the northbound
shoulder of the freeway, waving a stick at every car that went
by. He did the same thing as they drove by. He was screaming
and yelling and swinging the stick. _said that aven
with the windows rolled up in his car and the radio turned on,
the screaming was so loud that they could still hear him. They
decided the behavior was so odd that they should notify the
police. They got off the freeway at Olsen Road and drove to the
East Valley Sheriff's Station.

At the East Valley station they told a deputy about the subject
on the freeway and the deputy said he would check it out, got in
his unit and left, _ decided he wanted to see what was
going to happen, so he drove down the driveway from East Valley
westbound on Olsen Road. Once they got near the scene, they saw
a large number of police cars and they saw someone lying on the

ground. They then left.




OBSERVATIONS OF QFFICER ROPER

On January 27, 1983 at about 8 p.m., Officer Roper saw

Mr. Hardwick walking westbound on Olsen Road. When high beams
ware placed on him he raised both arms to about shoulder level.
He appeared to have something in his hands and it was hard to
tell what the objects were. The object in his right hand
appeared to be a thick rounded piece of wood about a foot long.
Mr. Hardwick turned his head, facing away from the roadway.
Officer Roper felt that turning the headlights on him caused the

behavior of Hardwick and he drove on.




-nu getting off the 23 Freeway at Olsen Road. Whan

he was about halfway down the offramp, he saw a subject swinging

a stick or a board at passing cars. The subject was cursing and
screaming. _nvnided nitting the subject. He then
drove to the East Valley station and reported to the dispatcher
what he had seen. As he left, he got on the freeway going

southbound and pulled over to the center divider.

He parked and walked toward where cfficers were standing with the
subject he had seen before. He heard an officer ordering the
subject to stop. He saw the subject stop for a minute and then
heard the subject screaming and saw him attack the officer. He
. said he saw the subject chasing the officer and again heard the
officer order the subject to stop. He said the subject was right
on top of the officer when he heard a shot. He felt he ought to

get out of the way. He also felt the officer was in danger of

being hurt.




STATEMENT OF OFFICER BRAGA

On January 27, 1983 at about 8 p.m., I stopped a white Audi
eastbound Highway 101 near Lynn Road for going over the maximum
speed limit (a violation of section 22348(a) of the Vehicle Code)

and I discovered an outstanding traffic warrant on the driver.

I ﬂ.ﬁ"fiﬂﬂﬂ_ (the driver of the vehicle) of the warrant
and was transporting him in the backseat of my unit to East

Valley Sheriff's Office for processing.

I was northbound on Highway 23 at about 8:30 p.m. in the No., 2
lane approaching Olsen Road when I saw a male subject walking

southbound on the east shoulder of the freeway.

The subject had what appeared to be a baton or a stick in his
right hand. He would "attack" the northbound vehicles with the
weapon as they drove past him. He put both of his hands and the

weapon in the air and growled as if he were a wild man.

At approximately 2030 hours I made a U-turn in the center divider
prior (sic) to Olsen Road and remained in the center divider
following the subject approximately 20-40 yards. The subject
continued to walk southbound on the northbound shoulder lane

@xhibiting a bizarre behavior.




I requested backup units and CHP to my location via radio. I

advised the dispatcher to have all units expedite.

Approximately one to two minutes later, Deputy William Therrien
arrived. I attracted his attention to the subject by the use of

my spotlight,

Deputy Therrien stopped his unit northbound on Highway 23 in the

median divider.

I continued southbound on the median divider passing Deputy

Therrien's unit.

I made a U-turn on Highway 23, activated my revolving lights and
bright headlights, stopping my unit on the northbound shoulder of
the freeway directly across from Deputy Therrien's unit, which
was parked northbound on the center divider.

I activated my spotlight and pointed it at the suspect, who was

approximately 27 yards to the front of my unit.

I got out of my patrol car, leaving the driver's door open. I
walked toward the left front fender of my unit and yelled to the

subject, "Police, stop, put your stick down."

The subject continued walking toward me, waving his arms and

stick in the air as he continued to "growl" like a bear.




I drew my baton and again yelled, "Police officer, drop your

weapon."
The subject continued to advance toward me, yelling, "Fuck you."

When thﬂlnubjact got approximately 12 yards from me, he stopped
for a second and with his right hand reached in the left side of

his coat toward his waistband as if he were reaching for a gun.

The subject began running toward me, yelling obscenities and
growling. He kept his right hand hidden under the left side of

his coat while he waved his left hand in the air.

I immediately backtracked, drawing my on-duty weapon, a .45
caliber semi automatic, and taking cover behind the driver's door

of my unit.

I yelled, "Police, freeze, take your hand cut of your coat;

police, freeze, expose your hands; freeze!"

The subject continued to advance, yelling, "Puck you" and
growling as he approached the front of my unit. His right hand

remained hidden under the left portion of his coat.

I got up from a squatting position and began running backward

toward the back of my unit, yelling, "Stop, stop, police, stop.”




At the rear of my unit, the suspect removed an object from his
left waistband with his right hand, raising it toward the right
side of his head, and brought the weapon downward as if he was

going to shoot me.

I immediately dropped to the ground while discharging three
rounds at the subject.

Prior to discharging the rounds, the subject lunged at me from

three to five feet away.
In my mind I felt positive the subject was going to kill me.

The subject fell on the dirt shoulder to the right side of me. I

immediately got up.

Deputy Therrien rolled the subject on his back, where he
continued to growl like a wild animal and shake his arms in a

raging manner.




_had been arrested by Deputy Braga on January

27, 1983 at 8: 23 P.m. and was handcuffed and witnessed the

incident from the backseat of the patrol car. His statement is

as fnllu#a:

"I caught a glimpse of the guy but the officer's eyes are sharp
because he had said, 'Did ¥You see that guy, he had a club.' So
he did a U-turn and was driving in the center island of the
freeway and drove along the divider with his light on the guy and
I could see it loocked like the guy was spaced. There was no
question about it, he was walking along with clubs in both hands
at the time. Originally the club in the right hand was a big
. elub, I mean it wnlsn"t a4 small one. It was a good-size one. It
was as big as your billy club or whatever you call those
nightsticks you carry and probably bigger around, but he was
rather nicely dressed, I mean the guy had on a sportcoat, looked

like it was corduroy. He was probably over 200 lbs. and probably

over six feet, a big guy. The next thing that would happen was
that he would go along and just yell at the world and shake his
fists. So about that time the officer called for a backup and
then shortly after that you could see the guy was endangering
himself and somebody else because you couldn't tell whether he
was gonna head out into the freeway because he was walking
opposing traffic -- or wherever he was just gonna hit somebody.
Finally the officer got out with his nightstick first and the guy

. stopped and he told him to stop and drop his clubs and the next




thing the guy did he just stuck his hand inside his coat like
that and the officer dropped back and pulled his revolver, cocked
it and told him to take his haud.nut of his coat. What happened
after that happened awful fast. He stood there for just a
moment, then he started this yell-type growl type thing then he
raced at the officer with a club in his hand I did not see. The

thing happened very quickly . .

I know my first response when I saw him coming at me at the car
was here I am with handcuffs on, what am I going to do to protect
myself if he comes in this car after me. He chased the officer

back to the back of his car and the officer shot him.

I'm no judge of anything but as far as I'm concerned, I put
myself in the position of that officer. This was a big man

coming at me with a club and it was me or him at that point.

He had an object in his hand when he went around the car. Now I
can't guarantee that was not a gun rather than a club. He had

the club raised up to strike the officer.

I don't drink and I don't smoke, I don't take drugs, but if I had
o guess and I'm the worst guesser in the world, I would gquess he
nad to be on drugs. I've never seen anybody quite that spaced

out before.







What gets me is the officers are expected to
be able to have split-second reaction and
thoughts, but as far as I'm concerned he
had no choice. He was, first off, he was

in the interest of protecting the community,
but her last thing that happened was he was
. protecting his own life. That guy was big
enough, the guy was bigger than the officer
and with a big club in his hand and what
are you going to do at that point in time,
you don't know what else the guy's got.



STATEMENT OF OFFICER THERRIEN

Officer Therrien was the backup officer and made the following

statement.

I Eﬂﬂlﬂ.ﬂﬁﬂ a patrol unit in the center divider with its head-
lights and the driver's side spotlight on facing southbound.
Thinking the subject was in front of that unit I pulled over into
the center divider. Deputy Braga immediately flashed his spot-
light over the shoulder on the freeway pointing to the suspect.
My unit was approximately 50 feet from the subject. I exited my
unit and started to cross the freeway. A vehicle drove past in
the lane and the subject took a swipe at the vehicle with a
three-foot club in his left hand. Tha subject was standing
approximately one foot from the fog line. I told the subject to
hold it right there. Deputy Braga drove from the center divider
to the shoulder of the fre&uﬁy, parking his patrol unit directly
in front of the subject. Deputy Braga turned his overhead
revolving lights on. Braga exited his unit and walked toward the

front of the unit, telling the subject to freeze, police.

The subject at this time had stepped back to the dirt portion of
the freeway approximately 70 feet from the right headlight of the
unit. The subject stated, come on out, fucker, swinging the
object in his left hand and waving his right hand toward Deputy
Braga. The subject was yelling and growling, gritting his teeth

and acting very enraged. Deputy Braga was repeatedly telling the




subject, freeze, police, the subject acted like he was going to
take a step toward Braga and at that time Braga pulled his baton

from the ring.

The subject was yelling semething at Braga but I couldn't hear

what he was saying.

The subject abruptly stuck his right hand under his jacket,
concealing his hand. Braga then stepped back, telling the
subject, put your hands in the air. When the subject didn't
comply with orders we both drew our service weapons at the

subject.

Braga set his baton down and took cover behind the driver's door
of his unit. I stepped back and took cover behind my trunk of

the unit.

I was yelling at the subject, put your hands in the air, raise

your hands. The subject was still yelling and growling toward

us. The subject then started running toward the left front of
Deputy Braga's unit with his right hand still concealed. When he
reached the front of the unit Deputy Braga was stepping backwards
telling the subject to stop. The subject had just passed the
driver's door and pulled from underneath his jacket an object in

his right hand.
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CHRONOLOGY

Braga made warrant arrest.

Braga cbserved subject.

Braga asked for unit to expedite and
asked for CHP.

eported subject at
= allay Station.

Braga advised he had an arrestee in his
unit and was standing by in center
divider.

Station advised of citizen reporting
subject trying to hit his vehicle with a
stick.

Deputy Therrien arrived at location.

Deputy Therrien advised that shots were
fired and requested an ambulance.

Braga again asked for an ambulance.

East Valley Sheriff's Department phones
Deputy District Attorney Dobroth inform-
ing him of the incident.

Deputy District Attorney Dobroth phones
Officer McDaniel at East Valley
Sheriff's Station and informs him that a
deputy district attorney will remain
available for assistance during the rest
of the evening.
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Lt. Graden McKinlay,
Ventura County Sheriff's Dapt.,
S01 Poli Street,

Ventura, CA, 930N09,

Druar Sir,

Flease releuse any personal property of my late
husband, Richard Hardwick when it is no longer needead
for avidence purposeas to UFficer Jerry N. Theoknr,
#16234 of L,A.P.D. Foothill Area,.

He can be contacted at toothill Area Station,
12760 Osborna Street, Pacoima,CA., 91331, telaphone
213 989-8861 or at his home
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PINTS. Mor A BAD Loopwe Suy feom 7HE B
ANY WIHEN T Satw) Him [BRIERY Fom jHE Foen's
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PHYSICAL EVIDENCE AT THE SCENE
AD | CouTrIRED THe Scewe, UPRoD THE |
ARRIVAL AT THE SceErx oF B.I. se DefutY
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Reee of FYsICAL EVIDENCE, He MieL SeT
UP MARKERS AT encH Piece of PHTSICAL
EU\EEUCE AND, THE EviDenes WAS LeRT
IN “BLACE. TZOb)NG THE ARRIVAL OF THE.
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FTHE CIVILIAR W) TIVESSES. I THEN LEFT THE
AMD LWENT To THE STATION To CokbueT T
TOUTERVIEWS, KEFER To MY JUDIVIDKAL Fo
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Firsi— s Him (Susp) when He whs twhuaone
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Je faD 76 Deéop cwe of THEN N THE IERN TIHE .
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LEFT ONE MDD [T TS m fis (EF57 /mdd
Wb e B en sipe flos CoAr: Bur e dibor
Hell ANy THING cur OF THRT CoRT. tIHen M ok
1USHItIE AT THE oofFresr (ner) [E Ao 77E
LB IN Hos £ve7 Hown. Now I Cowedwr SEE
CHNT HE Han in His Leer Ko sr a7 Rouwr]
IV TIWE. Bui” I~ Katow THE OFFICse 7HEN
UP ALoUMD THE CAR AND I kAlow Y F78s7
coHen Z- SA Him Commle AT INE, A7 THE A€,
WAS , HELE T~ m Witk Ambourrs o, wWHar
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RroLlEeT 10N JOIENT MO 15 HE, #S BEFERE (Y
FE S THes L A0GE CluB i Mis #’Mﬂ LORLIIN S
UpP 74¢ &ﬁﬂ AMD THE THINE THRT 1S A LTTE
COMFUSING 15 THRT //€S STINDINGE THELE A
He's GoT Hes Hand InNsSIDE fis GoRT— AmD 7HA
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Hiin, Bui" Z- Coucd SEE THE M Lolfew HE Lots
il CHUSE oF THE tons He psconsp feom 17
AND THER S KT 785 Cround . Ar7Ee THIT ;ﬂzm

T fow 15 LTEROIE THE MR SAY " Of M9 6o

T sker!’ Hs T Ke came Brck 76 THE AEHX
QiowlDd, Z DLon7 DEIWE D L DoMT Sijeks £
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REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER

MEDICAL RECORD OF BLOOD SPECIMEN DRAWN AT
REQUEST OF LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY

———

sSUBJECT : DATE :

TIME: LOCATION:

I, _ » M.D. [ ] Registared Nurse [-]
Licensed Clinical Lab Bioanalyst [ ] Licensed Clinical Lab Tech [ ]
Licensed Vocational Nurse [ ], acting at the request of

a4 peace officer, employed by the

did withdraw blood from the above named subject for the purpose of

detarmining the alcoholic content therein.

Said specimen was collected by venipuncture, using a sterilas, dry,
cc. disposable syringe with attached needle of gauge ,
gaid svyringe and needle not having been stored or cleaned in alcohol

or other wvolatile organic solvent.

The cleansing solution, used over the skin area where the specimen was
collactad was: [ 1] Aguecus Zephiran [ ] Agueous Merthiolate
[ ] Betadine, which does not contain alcohol or other wvolatile erganic

golent.

After withdrawal, the blood specimen was then injected intoc a wvial
provided by the above named peace officer. The vial was then sealed

with the cap provided and given to the above named peace officer.

The above named peace officer was present throughout the specimen
collection procedure.

LIGHNED:
Original: Hospital Records

Copy: Police Agency
Copy: With Specimen







LOS ROBLES

REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER I88-13 / 3=75

MEDICAL RECORD OF BLOOD SPECIMEN DRAWN AT
REQUEST OF LAW ENFORCEMENT RAGENCY

SUBJECT: DATE:

TIME: LOCATION:

Licensed Clinical Lab Bioanalyst [ ] Licensed Clinical Lab Tech [ ]

Licensed Vocational WNurse [ ], acting at the reguest of -

a peace officer, employed by the '

did withdraw blood from the above named subject for the purpose of

determining the alcoholic content thereiln.

Sald specimen was collected by venipuncture; using a sterile, dry,
cc., disposable syringe with attached needle of gauge ;
sald syringe and needle not having been stored or cleaned in alcohol

or other wvolatile organic solvent.

The cleansing solution, used over the skin area where the specimen was
collected was: [)] Agueous Zephiran [ ] Agueous Merthiolate
[ ] Betadine, which does not contain alcohol or other volatile organic

golent.

After withdrawal, the blood specimen was then injected into a wial
provided by the above named peace officer. The vial was then sealed

with the cap provided and given to the above named peace officer.

The above named peace officer was present throughout the specimen

collection procedure.

SIGNED:

Original: Hospital Records
Copy: Police Agency
Copy: With Specimen
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ASE FILE NUMBER _Recad:——  LABORATORY NUMBER_t#3-0326

page 1 of 2

VENTURA COUNTY
SHERIFF'S CRIME LABORATORY REPORT

SUBJECT HARDWICK, Richard

AGENCT Ventiira {.‘EI'IJLH;;' Sheriff's Office
CASE NUMBER 83-06502 - g

ANALYSIS E‘;:__ym;:;“-

GENERAL: The following items were examined in conjunction with this case.

Recelved 1=31-83

L. Ome fired bullet.
2, Three fired .45ACPF cartridge cases.
3. AMT "Hardballer" seml-automatic pistol, caliber .45ACP, S/N
4. BSMITH AND WESSON model 66 revolver, caliber .35%7 Magnuam, S5/N
5. One brown corduroy sport jackect.
6. One brown, white and yellow plald shirt.
OBJECT:
1. To determine If the fired bullet (Item 1) and the fired cartridge cases
{Item 2) were fired in the semi-=automatle {Iltem 3).
£. Lo determine the type of ammunition contained in both puns (Itess 3 and 4).
3. To determine if gunpowder residue was present on the jacket (Item 5)
orf the shirt (Item 6).
4. To determine if the semi-automatie pilatel (Item 3) left a powder
residuc pattern at 1.5 feet.
DATA: 1. The fired bullet and cartridge cases were compared to bullets and

cartridge cases test fired in the semi-automatlic pistol by copparactive
microscopy.

2. Both guns were physically examined to determine ammunicion type.

3. The jacket was examined physically and chemically tested for a gunpowder
residue pattern.

4. The shirt was physically examined for punpowder residue.

3. A gunpowder pattern test was conducted at 3.5 feet.

Continued on page 2
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