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Summary of Incident

. Dﬂ-ﬂ?-ﬂ#a{appmr.inm:lyzljﬂhnmncpmyWi]lEdwudswuwurtingpmnlinammtﬂdpllmlm
in the city of Camarillo. While patrolling, Deputy Edwards attempted to stop a red Mercury Capri for a
vehicle code violation (24252(a) CVC/24400 CVC - Inoperative Headlight). The driver of the vehicle,
Jonathan Chesser, pulled to the side of the road in response to Deputy Edwards activating his red light and
briefly sounding his siren.

Deputy Edwards began to get out of his patrol car to contact the driver (Chesser). As Edwards was getting
out of his car, Chesser drove away. Chesser drove eastbound on Bumley and then tumed quickly
southbound onto Brentley, Based on skid mark analysis, it appears that Chesser lost control of his car and
spun out; coming to rest facing the direction he had just come.

As Chesser was driving away, Deputy Edwards got back into his patrol car and began to give chase.

Edwards rounded the corner from eastbound Burnley to southbound Brentley, saw Chesser’s car in the

roadway now facing him and (Edwards) came to a stop a short distance from Chesser's car. Chesser then
accelerated backwards, away from Deputy Edwards. In the process of backing away from Edwards,

. Chesser sideswiped a parked car, which was along the east curb line of Brentley, backed off the roadway,

up a driveway and into a brick pillar, S
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Dcpqudwwdsguﬂndhismfmruﬂ,mmingmamupinﬁnMufmmefsm. Deputy Edwards again
got out of his patrol car and drew his gun and began yelling orders to Chesser.

AqumtyEdwudswasytﬂingmﬂhmﬁ.hiswhiﬂe'sfmwdmdﬁghtmdspmﬁglﬂwum.
..!u:m:ﬂingmEdwudsh:muldcleadjrml:hmuinﬁ'mtufhhninﬂmdﬁm‘asunlufﬂ:tmdmr.
Chesser was looking directly at Edwards. Chesser slowly raised his hands up while they were on the
stﬁuingwhul;uiftuindimtﬁmﬂh was giving up.

Ashmtnmmlmer.{:}mnrputhishmdsdnwnandEdwmhhmdcm‘scaImgimm. Edwards
also saw Chesser look down and move around as if he were shifting the gears of the car. Upon secing
this, Edwards began yelling, “Don’t! ... Stop the Car! ... Don't move! ...Don’t fuckin' move!”

Asl.hjamhapp:ning.Edwmﬂsmuﬁ:uithaﬂhaml}rmyfmﬂhﬁmtngnwnsdjrmﬂywwuﬂhim
. (Edwards). Edwmﬂssaidummmmﬁb:gmmﬁngfmmﬂ.mwudlﬁmhemdwuds}ﬁmdm
hopes of stopping him. Deputy Edwards muughthaﬁmdﬂﬂmmunds.hutlmlumuﬂhuhmmrmm
Edwu'dssnidthmuEhm‘:mpasud.“imnmﬂﬂfﬁmhingﬂmimanﬁ:ipaﬁnghimmmng
me, or at least the door crushing me.” Edwuﬂsmuldmtracaﬂifmmmﬂ]rsuuckhhmdwmﬂs}
mmmulumlmtndfmuﬂmdmthim. thﬂcﬂ:ﬂdmmwinvuﬁgnmﬂnfmﬂu
Ehmulmlﬂﬂedfnmdwwmdﬂdwmmymmdﬂﬁmﬂchpﬂhbu,suuctmeleﬂﬁ'mthumpﬂ
ufﬂn:paﬂulcm'mdmﬁnuedpastﬁdwuds.whuwumﬂid:thedﬁm*sdmmm:hﬂﬂdenfﬁm
vehicle.

Chesser drove north on Brentley for a short while then stopped his car. As Chesser was driving away
mﬂhhnund.De;mterdwardsgnthmkinhi:pmmlm.tumﬂdamundmdmpumdtnmuﬁnm:hispn'mit
of Chesser. After turning, Deputy Edwards saw Chesser’s car stopped in the roadway. Edwards stopped
hhpaummapmﬂmwlyﬂ]—ﬁﬂfeﬂhﬁhimimﬁw‘sm. Chesser got out of the car and began
removing items from his pmtﬂsandthmwingﬂtmmlhtgmund, One of the items recovered was a
. white container which, when examined contained a substantial quantity of Methamphetamine.

"33 DATE | TI OF REFORT e REPORTIND OFFRTR | NG [ OF TUNIT T5 APPRCID BY | 10 HO
pa/20/04  B.04 AM Detective HW%‘?&%
REY A hymaive |Comguten. pl







NARRATIVE REPORT VENTURA COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 75 2 OCAT |3 FO NUMDTH

of O Continuation AGENCY IDENTIFIER CAOS60000
i, . e | 8B01l 0421815
Il I s ') 7 MEM 8 BRAND / NAKE # NODEL NANE 19 MISC. 11 IDENTIFICATION / 12 VALUE
ITem|] Qry. NANME MANUFACTURER Of NUMBER DESCRIPTION SERIAL NUMBER

forward, at Deputy Edwards, his vehicle struck Edward’s patrol car on the front left push bar and the
bumper.

Additionally, a young couple (|G :: in 2 small pickup truck driving in on
Brentley when the shooting took place. They were interviewed briefly by patrol and then at length by
detectives. Their statements are included in the case file for review. The physical evidence generally
supports their perceptions of what took place. Their perception of Chesser’s vehicle position in the
driveway (where the shooting takes place) is skewed by the bright lights of the patrol car, however their
account of Chesser revving his engine and pulling forward is consistent with other statements.

An extensive canvas of the neighborhood was conducted. Many residents were located who heard the
squealing of tires and the gunshots however; no other witnesses to the actual incident could be Jocated.

‘ Chesser was transported to the hospital and treated for a gunshot wound to his neck. Investigators
discovered that Chesser had a felony warrant for a parole violation for his arrest. He has remained in

custody for this crime since the incident.

Sgt. Lorenzen prepared a scarch warrant for Chesser’s vehicle. A scarch of the car was conducted and a

baggie with residue, drug packaging materials, and a digital scale were located inside the car. Also

located were stolen checks from several different people, check blanks and check making software.

For detailed accounts of the information provided in this summary, please refer to the full interviews
contained in the case file.

End of report.
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On 7/26/04, 1 was working uniformed patrol in a marked patrol unit in the City of Camarillo. | responded Code
3 Deputy Edwards location at Brently Avenue and Burnley Street from Adolfo Road and Lewis Road. Deputy
Edwards advised he was following a vehicle that was failing 1o yield then advised shot were fired. | arrived on
scene and was directed to block off the intersection of Brently Avenue and Regent Street, | set up my patrol car
in the middle of Brently Avenue north of Regent Street. | set up a cone patiemn and ran crime scene tape from
the house on the northwest comer to the house on the northeast comer of Brently Avenue and Regent Street.

.Sergmnt Murray directed me to start a crime scenc entry/exit log. Deputy Reynoso gave me his log sheets at the
end of the incident and | attached them to my logs. Refer to the attached log sheets for more information.

I remained on scene and assisted with traffic control while Senior Deputy Popp conducted his traffic
investigation.
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words what took place and from time to time, | would interject with questions to clarify certain
points.

Dep. Edwards began by telling us he was driving south on Carmen Drive when he saw a
car with a headlight out, northbound on Carmen. Edwards told me he decided to stop the car
for the violation and made a u-tumn at the intersection of Carmen and Daily Drive.

Edwards said he began to stop the car near the intersection of Carmen and Ponderosa
and put out over the radio a "Code 6" (traffic stop) at Carmen and Burnley. Edwards continued
and said the red car tumed eastbound (right) onto Bumnley, pulled to the right curb and came to
a stop. Edwards said he pulled to the curb and put his patrol car into park in preparation of
exiting. Edwards said, as he was getting out of his unit, the red car sped away, east on Bumnley.

| asked Edwards if he could tell us where he first stopped the red car. As we stood on
Burnley, Edwards pointed to a street sign (Regent Street) and told us the initial stop was in that
. area. | confirmed with Edwards the suspect yielded and pulled to the curb in the area of Regent
Street. Edwards said his overhead emergency lights and spotlight were on as he began to get
out of his car. Edwards added, as he opened his door to exit, the suspect vehicle accelerated
rapidly and fled eastbound on Burnley. | asked Edwards if the suspect’s vehicle left acceleration
marks on the street as he sped away. Edwards told me he heard the car's engine revup as it
drove away, but he didn't know if thee were any acceleration marks left behind. It was at this
time, he thought, the suspect was attempting to evade him.

| asked Edwards if he knew if the suspect's was a four speed or automatic
(transmission). Edwards told me he didn't know.

Edwards told me as he watched the red car speed away, he saw it turn right onto
southbound Brently. Edwards said he watched the car make a wide right turn and described the
car as “leaning”, as the driver attempted to take the tum at a high rate of speed. Edwards said
the car almost collided with a silver car parked along the east curb of Brently and could hear the
tires “screeching” as the driver lost control.

Edwards continued and said, as he came around the comer onto Brently, he saw the
. suspect had lost control of his car and had spun around (now facing north). Edwards told us he
drove up and stopped his unit, face to face, with the suspect’s car.
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Edwards said to us, “| look at him and he looks right at me.... he has his hands on the
steering wheel... and | remember seeing his hands going up. (Edwards showed us with his
hands, as if gripping the steering wheel, as his fingers and palms open toward the front of the
car). He continued, “At that point, | figure he's giving up®. | confirmed with Edwards he was
gesturing by putting his fingers and palms up off the steering wheel as if to say "OK".

Edwards said he then went into a “high risk stop mode” and got out of his unit. He said
as he got out, he was standing between the door and the main body of the patrol unit. Edwards
said he pulled his gun out, pointed it at the suspect and was yelling to him.

Edwards said he only saw the suspect’s hands go up momentarily. As the suspect put
them down, Edwards could hear the suspect's engine begin to rev up. He further explained that
as he was watching the suspect, he could see the suspect looking down and moving around as
if he were shifting the gears of the car, trying to get it going.

. With this, Edwards said he began screaming at the suspect, “Don't...stop the car... don't
move... don't fuckin' move®. Edwards added, "As he was revving up the car, | could feel that
I'm closed in over here, he didn't really have anywhere to go, he was facing right at me and | felt
like if he was to accelerate, there's only one place he could go, and that was directly at me...
and | felt like it was inevitable that he was going to crush me, | was scared. And uh, as soon as
he started coming towards me, | fired in hopes of stopping him.... and as he passed, |
remember flinching because | was anticipating him hitting me, or at least the door crushing
me... | remember firing two rounds and as he passed, firing another about here (as he
demonstrated for us his actions). | know | fired four rounds only because of the rounds they
took out of my firearm back at the station”.

| confirmed with Edwards that he thought he fired three rounds. He told me he thought it
was three, but now knows he fired four.

| asked Edwards again about his position in relation to his unit and the position of the unit
in the street. | also asked him about seeing the suspect begin to accelerate and what was going
through his mind.

. Edwards responded by telling me, “What was going through my mind is ah,... honestly...
a lot of things, um... | started thinking about my family for one... and | started thinking about,
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| asked Edwards again about coming around the comer and ending up face to face with
the suspect and if there was any contact between his unit and the suspect’s car. | clarified this
by asking about the time frame between when the suspect spun out and then crashed into the
brick pillar. Edwards said there could have been contact, but wasn't sure. He said he didn't
recall how all of it played out, but he could have collided with the suspect's car at some point,
but wasn't sure. He added he didn't recall feeling a collision. [Later, | spoke to Sr. Dep. Popp
who told me that during a conversation with Edwards, he remembered that when he rounded
the comer, he stopped a half car length from the suspect's car].

| confirmed with Edwards that afler he drove to the second location and stopped, he got
out of his car, at which time he put out the information about “shots fired” over the radio. | then
asked him what happened after that. Edwards told me he pointed his gun at the suspect and
ordered him not to move as he lay on the ground. He then waited for other deputies to armive.
. | asked Edwards if he recalled who the first deputies were to arrive on scene after he
made his broadcast. He told me Deputies Hajducko, Niebergall, and Reserve Deputy Vella all
amrived within moments of each other.

| next asked Edwards if he had any other interaction with the suspect after the arrival of
the others. He told me he asked the suspect his name and why he was running. Edwards said
the suspect was saying to him, “"Help me... look at all the blood”, but never did tell Edwards why
he fled. Edwards said he also remembered requesting an ambulance and the Fire Dept. to
assislL

| asked Edwards if he assisted in giving first aid to the suspect. He told me he didn't
because he was holding his gun on the suspect and was telling him to lay still until the other
deputies arrived. After the arrival of the other deputies, they began rendering first aid to the
suspect. Once he was secured, Edwards said he walked away. _

As the interview began to conclude, | asked the others around us if there was anything
else they could think of to ask Edwards. Howard Liberman (Edwards’ Attomey) commented to
me that after the shooting, Edwards had activated his belt recorder while asking the suspect
. several guestions about why he ran and why he tried to hit him (Edwards). | told Edwards |
would take the tape when we got done. (refer to property report.)

3 DATE | TIME OF FEPLATT 18 REPTHTTING COF FICER | i) MO £ OFW | T -‘ 0BT (D NG

08/10/04 T. Lorenzen #0797 / S5 / Major Crimes 5} ol

REY Tigk Sirt v [ Dt T







NARRATIVE REPORT VENTURA COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEFARTMENT

¥ HEAT |3 RB NUNMBER

80241 BAOR 04-21815

Page Bl B O contruation AGENCY IDENTIFIER CADS80000
5 ] r ITEM 8 BHAND / MAKE ¥ MCDEL MaME 1o WRSC, 11 HMENTIFICATION | 12 WALUE
E | ITEM| OTY HAKE BUEHUFACTURER DR NUMNBER DESCRIPTION EERIAL MUNRBER

Attomey Liberman interjected and asked Edwards about the distance between himself
and the suspect, with the suspect’s engine revving, did he feel he had any ability to get out of
the way. Edwards answered, "No, in the way he was rewvving the car, | felt that at any second he
was going to come flying towards me... and | didnt... | was between the door and the car... |
didn’t want to back up and try to run out... | didn’t want to do anything but keep my eyes and
gun on him.... there was nowhere for me to go”.

| asked the others in the group if they had any more quesh’nas to be answered. After this
| concluded the “walk through® with Edwards at 0247 hours and tumed my digital recorder off.

Refer to CD for additional details.
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. Supplemental Case Closed

[ 1Gang [ | Domestic [ | Hate [ |Child Abuse [ | Elderly Abuse

Connecting Report Numbers:

Code Section / Description: 245(c) P.C. ADW on Peace Officer / 2800.3 CVC

Code Section / Description:
Reclassify To:

Code: V Name: Edwards, W. (Deputy) #4030

Second Interview
. Deputy Will Edwards #4030
TI2Tiod

On 7/27/04, | called Attorney Howard Liberman, who represents Deputy Will Edwards.
During my call, | explained to Liberman that | wanted to interview Edwards over the phone in an
effort to clarify two points. Liberman told me he would contact Edwards to approve my request.

The following is a synopsis of my tape-recorded interview with Edwards.

At approximately 1530 hours, | received a call from Edwards. | told Edwards | had talked
to Liberman about the two questions | wanted to clarify and he gave his approval.

The first question | had of Edwards was, did he activate his siren during the pursuit.
Edwards told me that during the initial traffic stop, he did a “short cycle” of the siren and the
suspect immediately pulled over to the curb,

When | inquired about this “short burst™ of the siren, Edwards explained to me that when
one pushes up on the siren button, it produces an automatic, one tone, cycle which last for
. several seconds.
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[ supplemental [ ] case Cleared
[ ]Gang [ | Domestic [ |Hate [ |Child Abuse [ |Elderly Abuse
Connecting Report Numbers:

Code Section / Description:  245(c) PC / Assault With a Deadly Weapon on a Peace Officer

Code: s MName: Chesser, Johnathan Edwards

Witness Interview

Deputy Gary Niebergall (ID# 3584)
Camarillo Police Station
Camarillo, CA 93010

. Phone (805) 388-5100

On July 26, 2004, | received a telephone call from Captain T. Convery, Patrol Services Watch
Commander, regarding a shooting that occurred in the City of Camarillo. Captain Convery told me
Deputy W. Edwards (ID# 3040) was involved in a shooting after attempting a traffic stop on a vehicle
at the intersection of Bumley Street and Brently Avenue. Captain Convery told me that Deputy
Edwards shot the driver of the car, and the injured driver was transported to the hospital for medical
treatment. No one else at the scene was injured. After talking with Captain Convery, | drove to the
scene of the shooting.

| arrived at the scene at about 2305 hours and was briefed by Detective R. Davidson (ID# 2775).
Detective Davidson asked me to interview Deputy Gary Niebergall. Deputy Niebergall and his
partner, Reserve Deputy Vella, arived at the scene shortly after the shooting occurred.

| spoke with Niebergall at about 0015 hours. We were standing next to the patrol car he and Vella
were driving when they amived on Bumley Street. Detective Laughlin interviewed Deputy Vella.
Refer to his report for details of Vella's statement.

Deputy Niebergall told me he and Deputy Vella were patrolling the City of Camarillo when he "heard
Deputy Edwards put out a failure to yield." MNiebergall said he and Vella were driving on Ventura
Boulevard east of Carmen Drive when they heard the radio traffic. Niebergall told me Vella was
. driving the patrol car.
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When they heard Deputy Edwards say that a vehicle was failing to stop for him, Vella drove to
Camen Drive and then turmed east when he amived at the intersection with Bumley Street.
Niebergall told me as they were driving to Edwards’ location, he heard Edwards say something over
the radio, but he could not make out what was said. Niebergall said, "He sounded frantic. | couldn't
quite understand what he was saying, so we hit our lights and siren. It sounded serious.”

Niebergall told me he and Vella amived at the scene at approximately the same time as Deputy
Hajducko (ID# 3047). Vella and Niebergall were driving unit 3354 and Hajducko was driving unit
3429. Vella parked the patrol car in the roadway, facing east, on Bumnley where the road intersects
with Brently Avenue. Hajducko parked his patrol car on the south side of Vella and Niebergall's patrol
Car.

As the car came to a stop, Niebergall surveyed the scene. Niebergall saw a male subject, later
identified as Johnathan Chesser, laying face down in the intersection “in a great big puddle of blood.”
He said Chesser was laying in the roadway with his head in a southwest direction. Deputy Edwards
was standing in the roadway about 10 feet south of Chesser's location. Edwards had his gun drawn,
and he was covering Chesser. Edwards’ patrol car was stopped in the roadway south of the
intersection.

As Deputy Niebergall exited his patrol car, he tumed his attention to Chesser. Niebergall said
hesser had “one hand on his throat and the other hand out to his side...| assumed he had been
shot. | didn't hear it over the radio though — but judging by the amount of blood, | figured Will must

have shot the guy.”

Niebergall said as he stood behind the door of his patrol car for a moment, he heard Chesser saying
something, but could not make out the words. Niebergall then heard Deputy Edwards yell to
Chesser, “Why'd you try to run me overl?” Niebergall thought Edwards' response was to the
comment he heard Chesser make. | asked Niebergall if Chesser responded to Edwards' question,
and he told me the only response he heard from Chesser was a plea for medical attention for his
wound. Niebergall said, "He just kept talking about needing an ambulance, thinking he was gonna
die.

Niebergall stepped out from behind his car door and visually examined Chesser for weapons.
Niebergall continued, “| could see he was not — he didn't look like he was a threat anymore. ..l saw all
the blood, and | asked Will - | said, 'Has he been shot?' And he replied, 'Yes,' so | put out on the
radio the suspect's been shot." Niebergall told me dispatch responded by telling him that the fire
department and an ambulance were on the way. Niebergall said he already knew emergency
medical personnel were responding to the scene because he heard Deputy Edwards request them
before he and Vella arrived on Brently.

Nigbergall continued, "Hajducke ran over here (Niebergall pointed to were Chesser had been laying
in the roadway as he spoke), and Will said, 'l don't know if he has any weapons on him.! He
(Hajducko) started gloving up to check him for weapons. | ran back to my car to get the first-aid kit,
cause he was just really bleeding.” Niebergall pointed out a first-aid kit that was on the ground near a
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me, and | thought it was going fo hit my car door and kill me...| thought | was dead, so | started
shooting.”

Edwards told Niebergall that when he got out of his car, he drew his handgun and pointed it at the
suspect vehicle. | asked Niebergall if Edwards told him how many shots he fired. Miebergall replied,
"He said he thought he fired three. He said he wasn't sure. | saw three casings down there.”
Niebergall said Edwards continued, "The car went right past me. | don't know how it got past me
without hitting me, and stopped right there and the guy got out and collapsed.”

| asked Niebergall if Edwards ever told him whether he used his vehicle siren. Niebergall replied, He
never mentioned it, but his lights were on when we got here. Full lights.” | asked Niebergall if he was
referring to the overhead emergency lights on Edwards' patrol car, and he said, “Yes.”

Niebergall told me as he talked with Edwards, he thought Edwards was “talking as if he was really out
of it." | asked Niebergall if he thought Edwards was “in shock, a little bit?" Niebergall replied, "Yeah.
Exactly." He continued, "l didn't want to press him with questions. | figured I'd just let him tell me
what he was thinking. | didn't wanna — | didn't know what | could ask him, or if | should be asking him
anything. So | just let him go with what he was saying — and | didn't want to push him too much - so |
just — he seemed really dazed and kind of confused...He said everything seemed like slow motion to
him.” Niebergall told me he stayed with Edwards until Sergeant Hoelker had Edwards transported to
. the Camarillo Police Station.

My interview with Deputy Niebergall was digitally recorded. The recording was converted into a .wav
file and downloaded on a computer disk. The CD was retained as evidence and given to Detectlive
Davidson.
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[ INARRATIVE: M suPPLEMENTAL: [ ]CASE CLOSED:
CONNECTING REPORT NUMBERS: 2004-21815
CODE SECTION / DESCRIPTION: Officer involved shooting

[ ] RECLASSIFY TO:
CODE: NAME:

On 07-26-04, Reserve Deputy Vella and | were working uniformed patrol in the City of
Camarillo (8151). At approximately 2150 hours, we responded to the area of Bumley
Street and Brentley Avenue to assist Deputy Edward,who had advised he was following a
vehicle that failed to yield.

. When we armived at the intersection of Bumnley Street and Brently Avenue | saw Deputy
Edwards standing in the intersection with his handgun pointed at a male subject lying in
the street.

The subject was bleeding heavily from the throat. | ran to the trunk of my patrol car and
gut my rﬁ‘.tu id kit. | removed a pressure bandage from the kit and applied pressure to the

ects throat. | continued to administer first aid until Ventura County Fire and
anmedim armived and took over treatment.

| was later interviewed by Ventura County Sheriff's Major Crimes Detective Hess.
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04 Supplemental [ ] Case Cleared

[l Gang [ | Domestic [ |Hate [ ] Child Abuse [ ] Elderly Abuse
Connecting Report Numbers:

Code Section / Description: 2800.3 V.C./245(c) P.C.

[[] Reclassify To:

Code; A-1 Name: Chesser, Jonathan

Reserve Deputy Vella
Ventura County Sheriff's Department

. On July 26, 2004, | assisted in the investigation of an officer involved shooting in the City of
Camarillo. | spoke with Victor Vella (Vella), a reserve deputy with the Ventura County Sheriff's
Department. Vella was working with Deputy Niebergall (Niebergall) as 8121 at the time of the
incident. This interview was fragmented and | asked clarifying questions. For ease of reading,
this report is written in a chronological order. The following is a synopsis of our digitally

recorded conversation.

Vella is a level one reserve officer. On July 26, 2004, Vella was working with Niebergall. Vella
heard Deputy Edwards (Edwards) broadcast that he had a “failure to yield." Vella notified
dispatch that he and Miebargall would assist Edwards. Vella remembered that they were at Fir
Street and Ventura Blvd. Vella was driving the patrol unit and began traveling to the area of
Edwards. Vella was trying to position himself for a possible pursuit.

When Vella and Niebergall were at Carmen Drive and Ventura Bivd, he remembered hearing a
.. second broadcast that sounded like a “frantic call for assistance.” Vella could not remember the
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After Chesser was transported to the hospital, Vella was directed to a second cnime scene
where the shooting occurred. Vella said he and several deputies located three shell casings on
the ground. Vella said it appeared that one of the shell casings had been run over or stepped
on. Vella said members of the Ventura County Fire Department left and he thought they might
have drove over one of the shell casings. Vella said a deputy secured the second crime scene.
Vella said he briefly spoke with Edwards after the incident. Vella said he did not question
Edwards about the details of the incident or shooting.

The digital camera Vella used to take digital images of the crime scene in the Edwards shooting
had evidence from another criminal case. | directed Niebergall to download the digital images
Vella took to the Ventura County Sheriffs Department Crime Lab via the Dims system after he
downloaded the images for the other criminal case. End of interview.

. This digitally recorded interview was copied to a CD. A copy of the CD will be given to the case
agent for this investigation. Refer to the digital recording for further details.
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ambulance to respond to the area. Hajducko knew there was an emergency, so he continued

to respond.

Hajducko arrived around the same time as Deputy Niebergall (Niebergall) and Reserve Deputy
Vella. Hajducko saw Edwards standing near the suspect (Chesser) with his gun drawn.
Hajducko remembered hearing Edwards say something like "why were you trying to run me
over.” Hajducko saw Chesser lying in the street, holding his throat with his hands. Hajducko
said Chesser's voice was “gargled” and Chesser was concemed about his injury. Hajducko
tumed on his micro-cassette recorded and placed it near Chesser's head to record any
statements Chesser made. Hajducko said he asked Chesser what happened and if he tried to
run Edwards over. Hajducko remembered Chesser saying, “l| didn't, | didn't" and Chesser
continued to request medical assistance. Hajducko said Chesser would not talk about the
incident. Hajducko searched Chesser to determine if he was armed. Hajducko did not find any
‘ weapons on Chesser's person, but he did notice there was a folding knife lying on the ground
about three feet from Chesser. Haducko said no emergency personell said the knife belonged
to them. Hajducko assumed the knife belonged to Chesser.

Hajducko directed Niebergall to get a towel or t-shirt to begin first aid on Chesser. Niebergall
began to render first aid on Chesser, and Hajducko began to set up a perimeter and directed
other units when they arrived. Hajducko said fire personnel arrived and began to treat Chesser.

Hajducko rode in the AMR ambulance with Chesser to the Pleasant Valley Hospital. Hajducke
said Chesser was being treated by ambulance personnel and did not make any statements
while being transported to the hopsital. Hajducko said there was an oxygen mask covering
Chesser's mouth and his comments were mumbled. Hajducko arrived at Pleasant Valley
Hospital with Chesser anc-reated Chesser.

Hajducko retrieved Chesser’s clothing and Deputy Beauvais arrived to assist. Hajducko and
. Beauvais took photos of Chesser and obtained Chesser’s identifying information. Hajducko
said a urine sample was collected from Chesser. Hajducko followed Chesser when he was
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transported via ambulance from Pleasant Valley Hospital to Saint Johns Hospital in Oxnard,
Hajducko then retuned the crime scene in Camarillo. Hajducko said he asked Edwards if he
was all right, but he did not gquestion him about the incident.

Hajducko provided me with the micro-cassette tape from his micro-cassette tape-recorded.
Hajducko also provided me with a digital flash card from his departmentally issued digital
camera. Hajducko said the images on the flash card were of Chesser. Refer to the
supplemental report tite Deputy Hajducko's micro cassette tape and digital images for
additional information.

This digitally recorded interview was copied to a CD. A copy of the CD will be given to the case
agent handling this investigation. Refer to the digital recording for further details.
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[<] Supplemental [ | Case Cleared

[1 Gang [ ] Domestic [ |Hate 7] child Abuse [[] Elderly Abuse
Connecting Report Numbers:

Code Section / Description: 2800.3 V.C./245(c) P.C.

[7] Reclassify To:

Code: A-1 Name: Chesser, Jonathan

Deputy Hajducko's Micro Cassette Tape and Digital Images

On July 28, 2004, | assisted in the investigation of an officer involved shooting in the City of
. Camarillo. | spoke with Deputy John Hajducko (Hajducko). At the time of the officer involved
shooting, Hajducko was working as BD21 in Camanillo.

After our conversation, Hajducko provided me with a micro cassette tape for his micro cassetle
tape-recorded. Hajducko said when he amrived; he placed the micro cassette tape-recorder
near the suspect's (Chesser) head to record any statements Chesser made. Hajducko also
provided me with a digital flashcard from his digital camera. Hadjucko said the flash card had
images of Chesser taken at the Pleasant Valley Hospital.

Micro Cassette Tape Review

| made a copy of the micro cassette tape and reviewed the conversation. The tape consisted of
a recording of the events after the officer involved shooting when several patrol personned
arrived to the crime scene. Initially, Hajducko guestions Chesser about what occurred and if he
. tried 1o run the deputy over. Chesser's responses were mumbled and he said he was having

trouble breathing. There is a lot of background noise and many other voices in the background.
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On 7-26-2004, | was working as a patrol supervisor for the Camarillo Police Department.
At approximately 2150 hours, over the radio, | heard Deputy Edwards say that he had a
vehicle that was “failing to yield.” 1 started driving in his direction from the police
station. Moments after [ started driving, | heard a dispatcher say something to the effect
of “confirming there have been shots fired.” The location was given as Brently Ave and
Bumley St.

1 arrived on scene in approximately two minutes. [ parked on Burnley St. and was facing
Brentley Ave. Directly in front of me there were two patrol units parked on Burnley St.
within the intersection with Brently Ave

As I got out of my unit, 1 saw Dep. Neibergall in front of the other two units. He appeared
to be providing first aid to a subject, Johnathon Chessum, that had been shot. The subject
was laying face down in the street and Dep. Neibergall was standing over him. Dep.
Neibergall was holding onto the subject’s neck attempting to stop what appeared to be
major bleeding.

I looked around and saw that Dep. Vella was taking pictures of the scene. Dep. Hajducko
was starting to place crime scene tape and Dep. Edwards was standing on the sidewalk on
the east side of Brentley Ave. just south of Burnley 5t

Moment’s later; fire personnel arrived on scene and took over first aid from Dep.
Neibergall. 1 then assigned Dep. Neibergall to remain with Dep. Edwards and directed
Dep. Hajducko to ride in the ambulance with Chessum.

I then spoke briefly with Dep. Edwards and asked him exactly where the shooting
occurred and how many rounds he fired. Dep. Edwards told me he fired three or four
rounds. He took me down the street, approximately 75 yards, from where Chessum was
laying and pointed to an area in the middle of the street. In that same area, we located
three spent shell casings. (A forth shell casing was found later).

I then contacted the Watch Commander, Captain Convery, and requested all personnel
needed on an officer involved shooting incident.

As other deputies arrived, | assigned them to perimeter positions and entry point
monitoring logs.

I remained on scene throughout the night and supervised the perimeter stafl and acted as
a liaison between the investigators
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| entered the emergency room and | saw Deputy Beauvais standing at the foot of Chesser's bed
in trauma room #3. Chesser had an oxygen mask covering his nose and mouth and he had
various medical apparatuses connected to his chest and arms. | noted dried blood around
Chesser's mouth and neck and | could see an approximately 1" torn laceration on the right side
of his neck and a similarly shaped and sized laceration on the left side of his neck. It appeared
as though the bullet Chesser was stuck by passed in one side of his neck and exited the other
side. The wound was near the front of his neck, near the area of his esophagus.

| identified myself and asked Chesser if he could speak. Chesser shook his head from side to
side, indicating that he could not speak. | then asked Chesser if he would be willing to sign a
medical records release form. Chesser again shook his head, indicating that he was not willing
to sign the form. | asked Chesser if he would speak with me but he did not respond.

. At about 2333 hours, | obtained a digital camera and | took four photos of Chesser and his
injuries. | later forwarded the photos to Sergeant Lorenzen for inclusion in his case file.

At about 2350 hours, Detective Dunn #2227 arrived at the Pleasant Valley Hospital to assist
with the investigation.

On 07/27/04, at about 0010 hours, Chesser was transported to the Saint John's Hospital in
Oxnard by American Medical Response. Deputy Hajducko rode in the ambulance with Chesser
and the paramedics, and Detective Dunn and | followed in our respective unmarked police cars.
Upon arrival at Saint John's Hospital, Detective Dunn accompanied Chesser into the hospital
for treatment. | then drove Deputy Hajducko back to his patrol vehicle, which he left parked in
the area of Bumley 5t. and Brently Ave.

| rejoined Detective Dunn at Saint John's Hospital at about 0100 hours, where | observed
Chesser undergo further medical testing. Dunng his treatment, | heard Chesser communicate
. verbally with hospital staff but he appeared to experience a great deal of pain when he talked.
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sheriff's unit. [l said, <! saw the car pulling out like he was like flippin around in the
driveway to get out of the driveway and then | heard gunshots.”

I thought the red car was facing the garage when it was stopped in the driveway. [
thought the driver of the red car “tumed his car all the way to the left” because he remembered
the red car drove out of the driveway as if the driver tumed left or made a “u-tum.” [l said.
“He was pealing out to get away is what it seems like." [l could not remember if he saw
any lights on the rear of the red vehicle and he could not see the driver of the red vehicle. In the
diagram [l completed, he drew the turn that the driver of the red car made as a tumn similar
to a wide left tumn.

I then heard between five and six gunshots. [l did not remember hearing the Deputy
or the driver of the red car say anything as the events unfolded. [l described the lighting as
. being dark, but he could see clearly.

when [l realized there was a shooting, he looked away and pulled his vehicle over. |l
said he then ducked down. [l said the gunshots stopped and he commented to himself
"I'm like Oh my god what just happened.” [l drove down Brentiey Avenue and parked.
I s:id he thought the Deputy got back in his car and backed up. [Jllllooked in his rear
view mirror and saw the driver of the red car get out of the red car and fall to the ground.

I valked back up to where the red car was and notified other Deputies that he witnessed
the shooting. [l said he heard the suspect say something about being shot in the neck.
B s2v the suspect on the ground holding his neck and the suspect had blood on his hands.
B cid not see any other vehicles or people in the area when the shooting occurred.

During the interview, I 2 | walked back to the outer perimeter of the crime scene to view
where the shooting occurred. [l was unable to identify the house where the shooting
. occurred. [ said he has no medical conditions that affect his hearing and sight. [l
does not wear contact lenses or glasses. B s:id he was not taking any prescription
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B supplemental [ ] Case Cleared

[] Gang [ ] Domestic [ |Hate [ |Child Abuse [ |Elderly Abuse

Connecting Report Numbers:
Code Section / Description: 245(c) PC | Assault With a Deadly Weapon on a Peace Officer

Code: S Name: Chesser, Johnathan Edwards

On July 26, 2004, | received a telephone call from Captain T. Convery, Patrol Services Watch
Commander, regarding a shooting that occurred in the City of Camarillo. Captain Convery told me
Deputy W. Edwards (ID# 3040) was involved in a shooting after attempting a traffic stop on a vehicle
at the intersection of Bumnley Street and Brently Avenue. Captain Convery told me that Deputy
Edwards shot the driver of the car, and the injured driver was transported to the hospital for medical
treatment. No one else at the scene was injured. After talking with Captain Convery, | drove to the
scene of the shooting.

| arived at the scene at about 2305 hours and was briefed by Detective R. Davidson (ID# 2775).
Davidson directed Detective Laughlin (ID# 2517) and me to a black pickup truck parked on Brently
Avenue just north of Rowland Avenue. Two witnesses, who had been driving south on Bren
Avenue as the incident unfolded, were waiting by the truck to by interviewed. | interviewed

I located [l t the northeast comer of Rowland Avenue and Brently Avenue with her boyfriend,
“and her mother. | introduced myself and asked if | could speak with her
regarding her observations during the shooting. agreed, and we sat on the curb and talked.

Il s = white female with long blond hair and blue eyes. [l is 17 years old, about 5'6" with a
. thin build. She was wearing a hooded sweatshirt and jeans.
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. Supplemental Case Cleared
Gang Domestic Hate Child Abuse Elderly Abuse

Code Section / Description:  245c¢ PC ADW
2800.3 VC Evading

Code: A Name: Chesser, Johnathan

Source
On 7-26-04, | was working detectives at Camanillo PD. | was called out at about 2200 hrs. to assist with
interviews after a pursuit and officer involved shooting in Camarillo. | assisted in canvassing the neighborhood
where the incident occumed for witness statements, starting just after midnight. All statements were tape
recorded. One tape was used per residence. Later when | reviewed the tapes of the four interviews, there
was a malfunction and none of the tapes actually recorded. All were blank.

The following addresses are where no one answered the door.

| IS—
T No answer
Damage to brick wall next to sidewalk

Statements

and re at home. They are husband and wife. The others were at work.
speaks broken English. ks no English. me home while | spoke t
said I did not hear or see anything, but there was somewhat of a language barrier.

id that he was in bed in his room in the front of the house. He was not asleep, though. He
heard a car in the street going too fast. He heard a collision. He opened the window facing the street. He saw
what looked like a brown car backing up. He did not hear any voices or conversation, and did not hear any
gunshots.
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The Mercury’s tires were rolled over 8.5 x 14" velum and copies of the tread pattern were made
to identify tread patterns found at the scene; see attached.
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2000 Ford Crown Victoria Police Unit, Blk/Wht, License # 1084931, CA

Paint transfer/scuffing was found on the left front bumper and left push bar:
Comner of the left front bumper:
(A) 15.5 to 20.5 inches vertical from the roadway
(A) 23 to 31.5 inches horizontal, from centerline of vehicle.
Left push bar;

(B) 15.5 to 20.75 inches vertical from roadway
(B) 13.5 to 15.5 horizontal, from centerline of vehicle.

B r Left push bar/bumper
During the inspection of the police unit | checked the air pressures of the tires:
Left front — 39 psi
Left rear - 43 psi

Right front - 41 psi
Right rear — 44 psi

The outer edges of the left side tires showed scuffing which is consistent with the sidewalls rolling
over on their edges during a tuming movement.

On 81272004 at approximately 1000 hours, | conducted an acceleration skid test to see if | could
duplicate the tread pattern found at the scene. The test showed the same tread pattern from the
left rear tire as found at the scene.

A locked wheel skid test was conducted at approximately 30 mph to show how the police unit
would leave forward skidmarks under hard braking, which has ABS.

Skidmarks were faint leaving more of a tread print then a locked wheel skidmark, which is
consistent with ABS braking.

Digital photographs were taken of the tiremarks and placed into evidence.
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| rolled the vehicle forward over 8.5" x 11" paper making a copy of the fire pattems; see attached.
The police unit odometer read 96,536 miles; the climate controls were set at:
AJC - nom; temperature - cool (@9 o'clock); fan - low.

Interview with Deputy Bill Edwards, reference diagram scene.

Edwards contacted me reference a tow report he was filling out on the unit he was driving on the
night of the shooting incident. After answering his questions, | asked Edwards, who was loocking
at a diagram of the scene, if he remembers following the Mercury Capri around the comer of
Burnley onto Brently southbound. Edwards stated that he had lost sight of the Mercury for a
moment as the vehicle made the right tum onto Brently. When Edwards came around the comer,
Edwards saw that the Mercury had spun out and was facing head-on at him. Edwards slowed to
either a stop or almost stopped. Edwards did not know what the driver of the Mercury was going
to do. Then the driver started backing southbound and sideswiped the parked green Pontiac that
was at the east curb. | asked Edwards if he might have collided into the left front comer of the
Mercury when he came around the comer. Edwards stated that he did not hit the Mercury
because it was facing him and that he did not want to get too close, not knowing what the driver
was gong to do after he spun-out.

. MNo further questions were asked of Edwards.
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On 07/26/2003 at approximately 2245 hours, | was called out to respond to an officer invoived
shooting scene at Brently Ave and Bumley Street, in the City of Camarillo, to diagram the scene
and inspect vehicles involved (Camarillo Police Unit #3364, 1983, red/black, Mercury Capriand a
1883, green, Pontiac Bonneville. | arrived on scene at approximately 2350 hours. Upon arival |
contacted Sgt. Tim Lorenzen and Sr. Rob Davidson at the scene. | was advised to diagram the
scene (roadway) and evidence within the scene and also inspected above vehicles for collision
damage. All measurements were taken using an LTI Impulse Laser measuring device and
handheld tape measure. Refer to diagrams attached.

“Digital photographs were taken of the damage to the vehicles and the scene duning dayifight
hours (AM). The photographs were placed on a compact disc (CD) and placed into an evidence
locker at the Camarillo Police Department. **

. FACTUAL DIAGRAM LEGEND

All measurements were taken from Reference Line 1 (RL1) and Reference Line 2 (RL2). RL1 and
RL2 create a Base Line within the scene. All measurements referred to as RL1 are east (+) and
west (-) of the baseline of RL2. All measurements referred to as RL2 are north (+) and south (-) of
the baseline of RL1.

Reference Point (RP1) was located at 27.67 ft north of the north curbline prolongation of Bumley
Street Ave and 7.00 ft west of the west curbline of Brently Ave.

Reference Point (RP2), power pole #1B66567TE, was located at 25.92 ft north of the north
curbline prolongation of Bumley Street and 48.90 ft east of RP1.

Physical Evidence
Photo Marker ' Scene RL1 RL2
. pmi  |Spent shell 24191 | 28.58
pm2  [Spent shell 238.85| 34.19 e
pm3  (Spent shell 241.08 | 37.98
O 53004, 1500 hours W' J. Popp 2277ICamanlio Traffic Unit 4= =" f
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Photo Marker Scene RL1 | RL2
pm4  [Spent shell 248.00 | 5492
pm5s  [Glass 220.13 | '34.76
pm6 __|White Plastic Bag 64.20 | 18.66
pm7 _ |Pager 53.01 | 29.47
Pm8  |Black baseball cap 47.94 | 26.75
pm@  ["Camel cigarette box 47.12 | 24.84
pm10__|Red plastic “BIC” lighter 46.05 | 24.45
pm1i1__ [Blue shorts cut open 46.64 | 23.02
pm12 _ [Black shirt cut open 47.39 | 22.08
pm13  |Blood puddie 4823 | 19.91
pm14__[Clear plastic bag 48.76 | 16.40
pm15__|Red medic bag with contents 46.88 | 15.52
pm18  |Knife 44.58 | 14.22
pmi7  |Asthma sprayer 4253 | 15.27
pm18 _|Black "Dickies” wallet wimetal chain | 42.99 | 26.34
pm19__[Clear plastic bag 43.18 | 27.60
, pm20 _|Blood droplets and glass fragments | 27.70 | 27.39
®
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Left Front Fender

The Mercury’s tires were rolled over 8.5" x 14" velum and copies of the tread pattern were made
to identify tread patterns found at the scene; see attached.
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2000 Ford Crown Victoria Police Unit, Blk/Wht, License # 1084931, CA

Paint transfer/scuffing was found on the left front bumper and left push bar:
Corner of the left front bumper:
(A) 15.5 to 20.5 inches vertical from the roadway

(A) 23 to 31.5 inches horizontal, from centerline of vehicle,
Left push bar;

(B) 15.5 to 20.75 inches vertical from roadway
(B) 13.5 to 15.5 horizontal, from centerline of vehicle.

Left front Bumnper Left push barfbumper
During the inspection of the police unit | checked the air pressures of the tires:
Left front — 39 psi

Left rear - 43 psi
Right front - 41 psi
Right rear — 44 psi

The outer edges of the left side tires showed scuffing which is consistent with the sidewalls rolling
over on their edges during a tuming movement.

On 8/12/2004 at approximately 1000 hours, | conducted an acceleration skid test to see if | could

duplicate the tread pattern found at the scene. The test showed the same tread pattern from the
left rear tire as found at the scene. !

A locked wheel skid test was conducted at approximately 30 mph to show how the police unit
would leave forward skidmarks under hard braking, which has ABS.

Skidmarks were faint leaving more of a tread print then a locked wheel skidmark, which is
consistent with ABS braking.

Digital photographs were taken of the tiremarks and placed into evidence.
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| rolled the vehicle forward over 8.5" x 11° paper making a copy of the tire pattems; see attached.
The police unit odometer read 96,536 miles; the climate controls were set at:
AJC - norm; temperature - cool (@9 o'clock); fan - low.

Interview with Deputy Bill Edwards, reference diagram scene.

Edwardﬁmn‘lm:t&dmrdmenmntmmpurthawaaﬁlinguutnnﬂmmithumdﬂﬁngnnﬂw
night of the shooting incident. After answering his questions, | asked Edwards, who was looking
atudlagmmﬂl’ﬂ'mm.Ehummmhmnfnlmhgﬂm“umwcnpﬂnmunﬁﬂumrm
Bumiley onto Brently southbound. Edwards stated that he had lost sight of the Mercury for a
moment as the vehicle made the right tum onto Brently. When Edwards came around the comer,
Edwards saw that the Mercury had spun out and was facing head-on at him. Edwards slowed to
either a stop or almost stopped. Edwards did not know what the driver of the Mercury was going
to do. Thanﬂwdrharstmhdbaﬂﬁngnmﬂﬁuundnmmﬂwpamadmmmm
was at the east curb. | asked Edwards if he might have collided into the left front comer of the
Mercury when he came around the comer. Edwards stated that he did not hit the Mercury
because it was facing him and that he did not want to get too close, not knowing what the driver
was gong to do after he spun-out.

‘ No further questions were asked of Edwards.
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W Supplemental Case Closed
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Connecting Report Numbers:

Code Section | Description: 245 (c) P.C. ADW on Peace Officer

Code Section / Description: 2800.3 CVC

‘Reclassify To:

Code: V Mame: Deputy W. Edwards #4030

. Presumptive Test

On 7/29/04, | checked Item #6 (white vinyl pouch) that contained three clear plastic
baggies, two of which, were empty. | removed the one plastic baggy that contained a white
crystalline substance. Based on my training and expertise, | felt this substance was most
probably methamphetamine.

| opened the zip lock baggy which was approximately 2"x2" and removed a small amount
of the substance. | then did a chemical presumptive test on the substance, which was positive
for amphetamines. | estimated the baggie contained approximately two grams of
methamphetamine.

| resealed the baggy and placed it back into the pouch. The pouch and its contents were
placed back into the evidence bag.

Note, during the search of Chesser's vehicle at the Property Room Garage, two plastic
baggies with a white powder residue were recovered from the right front passenger seat. In
b addition to this, | located a black digital scale, several additional baggies (similar to those in the
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white pouch), a green spiral notebook which contained “pay / owe” sheets and a purple "Crown
Royale” bag with three cell phones in Chesser's car.
Based on all of the items above, coupled with my training and expertise, | felt Chesser

possessed the methamphetamine for the purpose of sales.
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA - COUNTY OF VENTURA FILED "

RETURN TO SEARCH WARRANT and SEP 15 2004

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF SEALING AFFIANT Mﬂmw
B nd Clark

3 + Deputy
I, Sgt. Tim Lorenzen #0797, am a member of the Ventura County Eherl'ffsgw 322 oL
Department. | am one of the Major Crimes Detectives assigned to the Officer
Involved Shooting investigation whereby Deputy W. Edwards #4030 shot and
wounded Johnathan Edward Chesser on July 26,2004. VSO report #04-21815.

Pursuant to this case, | am the affiant to a search warrant issued by Judge
Colleen Toy White. This search warrant was executed on the vehicle used by
Chesser when he attempted to run over Deputy Edwards. Although items of
evidence were seized, the investigation is continuing.

The affiant’s information for the search warrant contains information regarding
the identity and involvement of several witnesses to the actions of Chesser and
Deputy Edwards, which are pertinent to our investigation and sensitive in nature.

Disclosing the contents of the affiant’s information to the public, press and the
suspect's attorney could result in sensitive information being released prior to the
conclusion of our investigation and that of the District Attorney's Office. Itis
therefore necessary for law enforcement to withhold the information contained
within the affiant’s information from the public.

| declare under penalty of perjury, under the laws of the State of California, the
foregoing is true and correct and that this affidavit is executed on August 18,
2004, in the County of Ventura, State of California.
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SEALING ORDER

The affant’s information is ordered sealed until further order of the .
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wounded Johnathan Edward Chesser on July 26,2004. VS0 report #04-21815.

Pursuant to this case, | am the affiant to a search warrant issued by Judge
Colleen Toy White. This search warrant was executed on the vehicle used by
Chesser when he attempted to run over Deputy Edwards. Although items of
evidence were seized, the investigation is continuing.

The affiant's information for the search warrant contains information regarding
the identity and involvement of several witnesses to the actions of Chesser and
Deputy Edwards, which are pertinent to our investigation and sensitive in nature.

Disclosing the contents of the affiant’s information to the public, press and the
suspect’s attorney could result in sensitive information being released prior to the
conclusion of our investigation and that of the District Attomey’s Office. Itis
therefore necessary for law enforcement to withhold the information contained
within the affiant's information from the public.

| declare under penalty of perfjury, under the laws of the State of California, the
foregoing is true and cormrect and that this affidavit is executed on August 18,
2004, in the County of Ventura, State of Califomia.
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. STATE OF CALIFORNIA - COUNTY OF VENTURA

SEARCH WARRANT AFFIDAVIT

(DISTRICT ATTORNEY REVIEW)

The attached warrant and affidavit have been reviewed for legal sufficiency by the undersigned Deputy District
Attomey. The contents, if sworn 10 by the affiant, are legally sufficient to justify presenting the affidavit and
warrant to a court for review. This document consists of g " pages, including the scarch warrant, declaration

of probable cause, and this review form.

Deputy Distnict l“omm

7 /J Zé/s/ .

suroview. fnl







FOR THE FOLLOWING PROPERTY:
1) lllegal drugs/narcotics and the items/paraphernalia used in the use, packaging,
distribution and storage of said narcotics.

2) Any and all opened or unopened U.S. Mail, including but not limited to cards,
letters, bills, periodicals, junk mail, packages, and any other correspondence mailed to
any person other than Jonathan Chesser and / or addressed to any person or business

other than Jonathan Chesser

3) Any containers of alcohol type beverages, or containers that once contained an
alcoholic beverage.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED THAT:

AND TO SEIZE IT IF FOUND and bring it forthwith before me, or this court, at the courthouse of
?IF"' armtand-acorporated  Affidavit was swom ubscribed before
é E d

Wa
ay of 'Ry W— at .é;;: A. M. ;Wherefore, | find
'eérr::l'! Walfm 0 issue it.

Judge of the Superior Coupf, Ventura Judicial District
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On 7/26/04, Deputy Will Edwards #3040 was working patrol in the City of Camarillo. At
approximately 2150 hours, Edwards was driving his patrol car south on Carmen Drive and
observed a red compact car driving north on Carmen Drive. Edwards’ attention was drawn to
the vehicle because the car displayed only one headlight, a violation of California Vehicle Code
24252(a) and 24400, inoperative headlight.

Edwards made a u-turn and attempted to stop the vehicle by turning on his overhead
lights, near the intersection of Carmen Drive and Burnley Street. The vehicle made a right tum
onto Burnley and pulled to the right curb as if it was going to yield. Edwards told me that he was
preparing to exit his patrol unit when the car suddenly accelerated away from the curb and
began driving a high rate of speed eastbound on Bumnley Street.

Edwards said he began to follow the vehicle, when he saw it turn right onto Brently
Avenue (southbound). Edwards told me during his interview that the driver of the red car made a
wide right turn because of his speed and almost collided with a silver compact parked along the
east curb. Edwards told me the driver over correcied his turning movement and the car spun out
and came to rest, now facing northbound. Edwards said he pulled in front of the red car in an
attempt to stop his escape. The driver of the car (Chesser) then accelerated In reverse, again at
a high rate of speed. As Chesser drove in reverse, he collided with the side of a black Pontiac
also parked along the east curb of Brently. As Chesser continued in reverse, he eventually
drove up and over a sidewalk and collided with a three foot brick pillar in front of a house south
of where the black Pontiac was parked.

Edwards told me that when the car came to rest, he maneuvered his patrol car in front of
the red car to again thwart his escape. Edwards said the cars were face to face, several feet

apart. Edwards said he exited his patrol car and had drawn his pistol. He pointed his pistol at the




'. driver of the red car and bagan yelling at him to stop. Edwards said Chesser loocked at him and
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put his fingers up above the steering wheel as if to “give up”. Edwards was still yelling at
Chesser trying to get him to stop. Edwards sald he saw Chesser look down and could see
movement as if Chesser was trying to shift gears and get his car going again. Edwards said he
heard the engine of the car rev up, as the car suddenly sped toward him. Edwards said he was
standing between the open driver's door and the body of the patrol car as Chesser's car came
toward him.

Edwards said he felt he was about to be crushed between the door and the body of the
car and fired his pistol at Chesser in an attempt to stop him. Edwards said he thought he fired
three shots at Chesser. He described the last shot as a *flinching” shot and showed us how he
started to turn his head away from the approaching car in the anticipation of being struck. As the
car narrowly missed Edwards, this last shot shattered the driver's window of the car and struck
Chesser in the neck.

Edwards sald he didn’t know if he hit Chesser when he fired and watched Chesser's car
drive away northbound on Brently. Edwards said he jumped back into his patrol car and began
to follow Chesser. Edwards said Chesser stopped his car in the intersection of Brently and
Burnley Street and exited. Edwards said he stopped his patrol car a short distance away and
again at gunpoint, ordered Chesser to the ground. It was at this time, Edwards said he saw
Chesser put his hand up to his throat and saw blood coming out between his fingers.

Shortly after this, Deputies Nebergall and Hajducko arrived at the scene and rendered
first aid to Chesser, Chesser was transported to the hospital with a buliet wound to his neck.

Later that night, | spoke with Det. Sgt. Ayub who was at the hospital with Chesser. Ayub at this







. appeared to have a white powder residue inside which would be consistent with
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Methamphetamines which was mentioned by Chesser as his choice of drugs when he spoke to
Dr. I 2t the hospital.

In addition to the baggies on the seat, | also saw two clear glass bottles on the floorboard
of the passenger side of the car which woro coneietent with containers for alcoholic beverages
| also saw what appeared to be an envelope that contained a statement from Community
Memorial Hospital in the name of a female in Ojai and not connected to this investigation.

Itis my experience that methamphetamine users commonly steal mail and commit
identity theft, credit card theft, and other fraud crimes to help support their drug habit. Based on
the above information it is my belief that Chesser may be in possession of stolen mail for which
he has a prior conviction for identity theft and forgery. | also believe that the baggies on the seat
of the car contain drugs and or residue, and the bottles on the floor will corroborate what
Chesser told the doctor about drinking five beers earlier that evening.

Thus, | request this warrant be issued.

























Ventura County Sheriff’s Office Memorandum

To: Administration Date: December 22, 2021
From: Captain William Britt

Subject: Will Edwards OIS /7 SB1421

Re: 04-21815

Date of Interview: July 27, 2004

Time of Interview: 0220 hrs

Case Catalyst Operator: _

Legend: WE = Will Edwards
MV = Numerous Male Voices
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CONFIDENTIAL

MV: Okay. Today"s date i1s the 27th
now. By my watch, | have -- the time is
0220; 1s that what 1t says? 1t 1Is going to
be a walkthrough with Will Edwards and his
attorney, Mr. Woodman. We have Rob Reiner,
Mike Aranda, and Jim Ellison from the DA"s
office. Okay.

Why don"t you go ahead, Will, and
we"ll start from this angle over here. And
tell me In your words what began this whole
situation here. And we"ll go around, we"ll
just interject and ask you questions as we go
along. But just go ahead and start; the
initial contact with this subject and then
we"ll go over here. All right?

WE: Okay. |1 don"t know what time i1t
was, sometime 1In the evening hours of the
26th, last night. | was driving south on
Carmen approaching Daily. 1 saw a vehicle
with a headlight out traveling north on
Carmen from Daily coming towards me. |1
decided to make a U-turn and stop the car for
the headlight violation.

MV: Do you recall where the -- you
turned was?
WE: |1 turned -- I made the U-turn at

Carmen and Daily.
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CONFIDENTIAL

MV: Okay.

WE: At about (INAUDIBLE) at about
Carmen and Ponderosa, | put out a Code 6 to
dispatch, I put out a stop, 1t was like
Carmen and Burnley. The red vehicle made a
right turn onto eastbound in front of me and
immediately pulled to the side of the road,
came to a stop. And I put my patrol car in
park, started to exit, get out of my patrol
car, and the red vehicle then fled eastbound
on Burnley.

MV: Okay. We"re standing on Burnley
now.

WE: Yes.

MV: Can you look down there and kind
of show us or estimate where --

WE: I --

MV: -- you actually stopped the car?

WE: Right where the street sign iIs —-
in with flashing and the -- with the amber.

MV: Oh, the green stop --

WE: And now somebody®s 1In the right.

MV: Right, the green (INAUDIBLE).

WE: (INAUDIBLE) street sign, yes.

MV: Okay.

WE: That"s where the suspect
initially stopped.
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CONFIDENTIAL

MV: Okay. So he pulled to the curb
like he"s going to yield to you?

WE: Yes.

MV: Okay. You (INAUDIBLE) you lead
him up with your lights?

WE: Yeah, my lights were on. 1 had
my spotlight on.

MV: Okay.

WE: And 1 was just about to get out
of my patrol car. |1 started to open the door
and he fled --

MV: Okay.
WE: -- eastbound, accelerating pretty
rapidly.

MV: Okay. During that first initial
stop, was 1t really dark yet or dusk or what
was 1t like (INAUDIBLE).

WE: Absolutely dark.

MV: Okay, okay. When he sped away
from you, had you already gotten out of your
car?

WE: No.

MV: The first time?

WE: No. |1 started to open the door.

MV: Okay.

WE: But 1 hadn"t exited yet.

MV: Okay. When he began to flee from

3
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CONFIDENTIAL

you, could you tell you -- 1f he was
leaving, you know, acceleration marks behind
or anything like that? | mean, was he

squealing --
WE: He --
MV: -- and spinning his tires?
WE: He -- his engine revved up --
MV: Okay.
WE: -- pretty high and he took off at

a high rate of speed to where 1 knew he was
obviously trying to evade me.

MV: Okay. Do you know i1f that car
was an automatic or a 4-speed or --

WE: 1 have no idea.

MV: Okay. Just curious. Okay. So
he takes off. He"s eastbound on Burnley,
right?

WE: Yes.

MV: Okay. Then what happens?

WE: And then I see him go -- make a
right turn from southbound Brently. The car,
leaving from Daily, “cause he"s -- he"s
traveling at a high rate of speed. 1 see him
take the turn really wide. 1 thought he was
going to collide with that vehicle over there
but he missed 1t.

MV: Okay. Oh, the silver one on the
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east curb over?

WE: Yes.

MV: Okay.

WE: Coming from eastbound
(INAUDIBLE).

MV: Okay.

WE: I could hear his -- the tires
screeching from the -- from the turn. He was

losing control. As | came around the corner
onto southbound Brently --

MV: Uh-huh.

WE: -- he had lost control and spun
the car around and we"re now facing each
other.

MV: Okay. Can you show us over
there? Let"s walk over i1In this direction
where -- where he spun out.

WE: What 1 recall i1s him swinging out
wide this way, overcorrecting. [ think when
I came around the corner, he had spun
completely around. He"s now facing north on
Brently and I"m -- we"re facing each other
now.

MV: Okay. About where was that? Can
you show us over iIn this area where that was?

WE: (INAUDIBLE). I would say about in
this area here.
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MV: Okay. So you think he was 1In
front of this driveway right here, this house
somewhere iIn this area?

WE: Yeah, somewhere in this area.

MV: Okay. And what"s the address
right here? Can you see what the address i1s?
I"m trying to tell, the garage.

WE: 8- ——- Bren- —- is it Brently?

MV: Okay.

WE: Yeah, Brently.

MV: Okay. So he, basically somewhere
in here in front of this driveway at .
Brently then?

WE: Yes.

MV: Okay. And now he"s spun out.
He"s lost control of his car and he"s facing
northbound?

WE: Yes.

MV: And you come around and you"re
facing southbound. How close are you then?

WE: I came up pretty close to him.

I —- 1 recall almost colliding with him. And
then he puts -- he reverses at a high rate of
speed and collides with that Pontiac there,
sideswipes 1t --

MV: Okay.

WE: -- as he"s 1In reverse.
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MV: So he"s going backwards then when
he hits that car?

WE: Yes.

MV: Okay. Huh? Now, as he"s backing
away from you, what are you doing?

WE: Following.

MV: Okay. So you"re continuing
southbound on Brently?

WE: Yes.
MV: And he"s still backing away?
WE: Yes.
MV: Okay.

WE: He"s southbound in reverse.

MV: Okay. And what"s going on then?

WE: What"s going on then i1s I"m —-
I"'m following him, just waiting for him to
stop or turn around and do something.

MV: Okay. What"s going through your
mind at this time?

WE: What"s going through my mind
at this time i1s, I don"t know, 1 —— I"m —-
I"m -- at that point, as -- as he"s backing
away, he had already crashed iInto this car.
I was anticipating him here continuing to
drive south or drive toward me.

MV: About how far was his car from
you at that time?
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WE: When he hit this vehicle here, 1
was pretty close "cause I didn"t -- when --
when he hit 1t, 1t slowed him. So 1 came up
pretty close to him.

MV: Okay.

WE: So with -- within a car length.

MV: Okay, got 1t. Okay. You're
saying he continues backwards?

WE: Yes.

MV: In reverse?

WE: Exactly.

MV: Okay. And what happens after
that?

WE: He backs up and crashes into this
planter over here.

MV: Okay. So he"s still --

WE: And then 1 didn"t see him hit
anything, but 1 heard 1t. And he appeared to
be stuck there.

MV: Okay. Between the time you came
around the corner there and he spins out, did
you put any information out over the radio at
all?

WE: 1 think, no. The last one we put
was | was eastbound Burnley, vehicle"s
failing to yield.

MV: Okay.
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WE: “Cause when I came around the
corner and we were face-to-face, | didn"t --
I was looking for my mic and 1 couldn"t find
it. | had set 1t down and I couldn®"t find
it.

MV: Okay.

WE: And 1 didn"t put anything out
from that point on.

MV: Okay. Okay. So he backs i1nto
this pillar over here.

WE: Yeah.

MV: Obviously he"s up on the sidewalk
here. What happens next?

WE: What happens next is | pull up
and stop, from what I recall, about to this
point here.

MV: Okay.

WE: 1 don"t know, -Brently.

MV: Brently? Okay.

WE: I open my door "cause my
headlights and my spotlight are still shining
forward and he"s directly in front of me.

MV: Uh-huh.

WE: And 1 look at him, he looks right
at me and he"s got his hands on the steering
wheel and 1 remember seeing his hands go up.
And at that point I figure he"s giving up.
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MV: So you"re gesturing your hands
like palms up?

WE: Yes.
MV: Okay, okay.
WE: I go into a -- a high risk stop

mode. | get out, I"m standing between my
door and the patrol car.

MV: Okay.

WE: I mean, | had my gun out, I™m
pointing 1t at him. 1 see his hands only
momentarily. He puts them back down and 1
hear the engine revving up. The engine on --
on his vehicle revving up.

MV: Okay.

WE: And 1| see -- 1 see him moving
around, like 1f he"s shifting the car or 1f
he"s trying to get the car to go. And at
that point | start screaming at him, don"t.
I"m like stop the car, don"t move, don"t. |1
don"t know, 1 was swearing at him, don"t
fuckin®™ move.

MV: Obviously you had your gun out?

WE: Yeah, I had my gun out.

MV: Okay, okay.

WE: And | see he"s revving up the
car. |1 could -- 1 could feel that I™m —- 1I™m
closed 1n over here. He didn"t really have

10
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anywhere to go, so he®"s facing right at me
and -- and I felt like 1f -- 1T he was to
continue to accelerate, there was only one
place he could go and that was directly at
me. And I felt like 1t was 1nevitable that
he was -- he was going to crush me. 1 was --
I was scared.

And as soon as he started coming
towards me, I fired 1In the hopes of stopping
him and -- and as he passed, | remember
flinching because | was anticipating him
hitting me, at least hitting the door and --
and crushing me.

And I remember firing. |1 recall
firing two rounds and as he passed, firing
another about here. I know I -- I fired four
rounds only because of the rounds we took out
of the -- the firearm back at the station but
I only recall firing three.

MV: Okay. Did you fire three you

say?

WE: I -- 1 recall firing three but
| —-

MV: Okay.

WE: I say | know that now 1 fired
four.

MV: Okay. 1 know you"re standing in

11
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the street in front of !Il and you"re
probably six, seven fee rom the curb line?

So you"re -- you"re backing away 1Is here at
an angle?
WE: Yes.
MV: Pointed towards him, correct?
WE: Yes.

MV: Okay. Your door i1s open, you'"re
standing In the street but you"re i1n the
confines of the door i1In the body of the car,
correct?

WE: Yeah.

MV: Okay. And you see him start to
accelerate, what"s going through your mind
again?

WE: What"s going through my mind 1is,
honestly a lot of things. 1 start thinking
about my family. 1 (INAUDIBLE) for one of
them and I started thinking about, like | say
inevitably I was going to get hit or crushed
or killed or maimed or something.

And you know, I just, like I said,

I - 1 fired 1In the hopes that -- of stopping
him. Like you know, 1 said 1 felt like
inevitably the car was going to keep coming
and I was going to get crushed and that"s why
as he passed, I -- 1 remember thinking as 1

12
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fired the last round, kind of bracing myself
to get hit and -- and I was surprised when 1
wasn"t and I turned around and -- and 1 feel
like the dying.

MV: Okay. Just lost my train of
thought. You all right?

WE: Yeah.
MV: (INAUDIBLE).
WE: Okay.

MV: Okay. 1 just lost my train of
thought here. 1"m trying to think of what 1
was going to ask you next. Oh, 1 know. Do
you know 1f you, when he came by here, he
came from this direction towards you, you
know 1f he made contact with your car at all?

WE: I don"t know.

MV: Okay. Okay. So when you“re
firing, you think two shots? But now you
know four?

WE: I —-— 1 —-

MV: (INAUDIBLE).

WE: I recall firing three.

MV: Three? Okay. What happens after
that?

WE: What happens after that i1s, | see
a -- like 1 said, 1 was surprised that 1
wasn"t hit. 1 turned around and I see his

13
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car speeding down the street. | don"t recall
decocking or holstering, 1 don"t recall any
of that. But I do recall getting In, back iIn
my car, backing up and turning around and --
and speeding towards him.

And he stops the car and immediately
gets out with his hands up In the air. So 1
still couldn™t find the mic. 1 got out and |
grabbed my portable and by the time when |1
pulled out my portable, 1 -- he -- he had
gotten out of the car, threw some objects out
of his hands, put his hands up Immediately
and then I didn"t see that he was injured. 1
just figured he was giving up because he was
scared that he got shot at.

MV: Uh-huh.
WE: And then he put his hand to his
neck and 1 saw blood coming out the -- from

between his fingers. And that"s when 1
realized he had been shot and I put out on my
portable, shots fired. And at least that"s
what 1 think I put out, the broadcast that
there were shots fired. That"s what I
recall.

MV: Okay, okay. Do you recall how
you got from this point here over to that
point? 1 mean, did you back up and turn

14
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around or --

WE: I think I —— 1 —— I"m almost
positive | backed up, turning this way
(INAUDIBLE).

MV: Okay. So you think you backed
that way, the back way to that last curb over
there?

WE: Yeah.
MV: And then went that way.
WE: Okay.

MV: Do you know for sure or --
WE: No, that"s what 1 remember.
MV: Okay. 1It"s what you recall?
WE: It"s what | recall.

MV: Okay.

WE: 1 remember putting the car iIn
reverse.

MV: Okay.

WE: And that was a -- make logical
sense.

MV: Okay. When you first came around
the corner there and you came face-to-face
with the suspect, okay, was there any contact
at any point between when you first came
around the corner until he crossed over here
into the pillars with your car and his car?

WE: There could have been right over

15
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here where he -- I remember coming around the
corner, | said, being face-to-face with him.
I don"t recall how all that played out. 1
just remember coming around the corner, being
face-to-face. 1 could have collided, 1"m not
sure.

MV: Okay.
WE: I"m not sure. 1 know we were
really close when I -- when | came speeding

around the corner, 1 know we were really
close.

MV: Uh-huh.

WE: But I don"t -- 1 don"t recall any
collision.

MV: Okay.
WE: And 1 don"t recall feeling any
collision.

MV: Okay. All right. So after you
get down to this location here, you get out
of the car. What happens then? You put the
information out over the radio, then what

happens?

WE: He lays on the ground and -- and
I"m —- 1 had my gun out on him again,
ordering him to not move. And then I -- 1

just waited for deputies to respond.
MV: Okay.
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WE: Yeah.

MV: Remember who i1t was, First on
scene behind you?

WE: 1 know Deputy Hajducko and
deputy -- Deputies Niebergall and reserve
Deputy Villa showed up on -- within a few
moments of each other. 1 don"t remember who
was first.

MV: Okay. Did you have iIn your --
any interaction with the suspect up to that
point?

WE: 1 asked him his name. |1 asked
him why he was running and all he kept saying
was help me. Look at all the blood,
something to that effect.

MV: Okay. He never told you why he
was running?

WE: No.

MV: Okay.

WE: He -- he may have mumbled
something. He was -- he was gurgling a
little bit and, but 1 -- 1 remember him

saying help me. 1 remember him saying look
at all the blood. And I had asked for, kind
of get some fire as well from my broadcast.

MV: Okay. Did you do your first aid
work on him or --

17
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WE: |1 did not, no.

MV: Okay.
WE: "Cause I was -- | was -- had my
firearm on -- trained on him, telling him to

lay still. The other deputies had arrived,
did the search and the first aid.

MV: Okay.

WE: And then I -- as soon as they
secured him, 1 -- 1 walked away.

MV: Okay.

Some questions?

MV: Okay. 1 just -- actually, 1 just
want to let you know that part of what
occurred down there, he had activated, after
shooting, his tape recorder so 1t has his
questioning and, you know, some of the
questions, why*"d you run? But he also asked
something to the effect of why"d you try to
hit me?

MV: Okay.

MV: If you can play the tape and 1t
could be the tape that had i1t.

MV: Okay.
WE: (INAUDIBLE) about that. 1
don"t -- I don"t remember turning i1t on.

MV: Okay. Do you still have that
tape?
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WE: (INAUDIBLE) a little after the
shooting, yeah.

MV: Okay.

WE: (INAUDIBLE) recorder.

MV: 1°11 get that tape from you here
when we"re done.

MV: Yeah. 1 just have one since he's
asked.

The patrol car was about eight feet or
so away from the curb. When he went by, did
he come up this direction?

WE: Yes.

MV: Over across the driveway and iIn
between your car and --

WE: (INAUDIBLE).

MV: -- on that other one?

WE: Yeah.

MV: Okay.

WE: Yes.

MV: And --

WE: These are -—- I™m -- I"m assuming
that these are his tracks leaving.

MV: Okay.

WE: Uh-huh, tire marks leaving.

MV: And from your recollection, 1In
this area when the guy had backed up i1nto
that brick pillar, you weren"t sure 1f you

19



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

CONFIDENTIAL

had any contact with the car back iIn that
area. But did -- do you recall any contact
with the car In this area before he hits
the -- the pillar or he just stops the pillar
and then comes toward you?

WE: I don"t recall any contact with

my car.
MV: Okay.
WE: There or here.
MV: Okay.

MV: That 1t?

MV: That"s i1t.

MV: Questions?

MV: Time element, from the time he
hit the pillar until you think he -- after
you, or just before you fire, from the time
he hit the pillar until your first shot, how
much time do you think lapsed?

WE: It felt like a hell of a long
time. But I -- I know 1t was probably a few
seconds, maybe five seconds.

MV: Can you describe 1n a little more
detail, 1f you can, about what you heard in
terms of the engine?

WE: Yeah. 1t -- when he initially
hit the pillar, | remember seeing his palms
go up. I —-- 1"m standing there 1In a -- In a

20
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typical high risk stop getting ready to order
him to get out of the car.

I see him drop his hands and then
engine starts revving up and 1t just keeps
revving and revving and -- and I said, 1
could see him kind of moving around. 1 don"t
know 1f 1t"s a automatic or stick, but 1t
seemed like he was trying to get i1t In gear
to go. And I said, I just recall 1t revving
up several times.

MV: Did you hear any tire movement?

WE: I don"t recall hearing any tire
movement.

MV: If you had to estimate, how close
he got to your unit, could you, when he was
coming forward?

WE: As he passed me, 1 said, |
flinched and I -- and I was anticipating
getting struck and I could feel, I could feel
the -- the -- the wind going by from his car.

MV: Were you still standing at that
moment?

WE: Yes. |1 had turned into this.

I —- 1 remember taking one last shot and kind
of flinching and bracing myself against the
car (INAUDIBLE). It was the -- the door open
so | was kind of leaned up and my shoulder
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against the -- the top of the car.

MV: In terms of your physical
location at that moment, did you feel you
were 1In a safe position, an unsafe position?

WE: Unsafe.
MV: And you felt vulnerable?
WE: Absolutely. | felt I was —- 1t

was 1nevitable | was going to be crushed.
MV: With the distance you were away
from him and with the way his engine was
revving, did you feel that you had any
ability to get out of the way?
WE: No. And -- and the way he was

revving the car, 1 felt at any second that he
was going to come flying towards me and |
didn"t -- 1 was between the -- the door and
the car. | didn"t want to back up and try to
run out. | did -- 1 didn"t want to do
anything but keep my eyes and -- and gun on
him. There was nowhere for me to go.

MV: Okay.

Anything else for him?

Okay. We"re going to go ahead and
conclude this walkthrough with named
(INAUDIBLE) of Will (INAUDIBLE) be 38.
(INAUDIBLE).

MV: 2:247.
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2:47, sorry.

- (INAUDIBLE) 3:00 p.-m.
- (INAUDIBLE).

2:40.

Okay .
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